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27th February 2017 
Dear Parents/Carers 

 
Ofsted Report – 10th and 11th January 2017 

 
I am writing to inform you that the report from our most recent Ofsted inspection has 
now been published and I invite you to read it by clicking on the link below, taking you 
to a copy which can be found on our website. 
 
It is with mixed feelings that I share this report with you. I am pleased that the 
Inspectors recognised some of the fundamental changes and improvements that we 
are making at the academy, but I am equally very disappointed with the judgement. 
This is principally because not enough of the reforms have been in place long enough 
to have had proper impact yet or to be properly measured. However, as you will read, 
the Inspectors feel confident that school leaders know what needs to be done and have 
the ability to continue to make improvements quickly. 
 
The report confirms that the Taunton Academy has made rapid improvements over 
the last 12 months and I hope that you and your child(ren) have felt and experienced 
that for yourselves. However, the Ofsted framework is relatively narrow in what it can 
comment on and take account of when reaching its judgement. I would encourage you 
to read the whole report, which puts into context where the academy has come from, 
where it is currently, and the positive direction in which it is heading.  
 
Ofsted agreed with our own internal analysis of what still needs to be improved and 
felt there was great ambition for continued improvement. It was pleasing that 
Inspectors identified an impressive ethos of care for the students, with strong 
staff/student relationships and very good pastoral support. They said ‘pupils feel able 
to approach their teachers for help when they need it and so they feel well supported’ 
and parents believe that ‘pupils are happy and safe at this school’. Building on this 
ethos, we will continue to ensure we embed the good practice that we have put in 
place, in order for that to have impact on the students, their quality of provision and 
therefore their progress and outcomes.  
 
We have made some slight changes to our Academy Development Plan based on 
feedback from Ofsted, which will allow us to continue moving forward as a highly 



successful school community. I have attached a FAQ document that I hope will provide 
further information for you. It is a frank and honest document that covers many 
aspects. However, if you wish to book an appointment to talk through anything I may 
have missed, please do not hesitate to get in contact.  
 
Please be assured that my leadership team and I, the Governors and Trust Board, 
remain wholly committed to driving standards at the academy. We are grateful to the 
large numbers of parents and families who are so supportive of the school and share 
our goals of providing an excellent educational provision for all students. Together I 
know that we will make this happen.  
 

Yours sincerely 

 
Jenny Veal     Chris Ormrod 
Head Teacher    Chair of Governors 
 
Encl. Frequently Asked Questions 
 
Link to Ofsted Report: http://www.thetauntonacademy.com/wp-
content/uploads/2016/04/Ofsted-Report-January-2017-The-Taunton-Academy.pdf 
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