
In years 7, 8 and 9, all students 
study a wide range of subjects 
to encourage them to build on 
their current subject knowledge 
and develop new skills and 
understanding. The ti metable is 
built around 25 one hour lessons 
each week and includes the 
following subjects:

Art, English, Design (Food, 
Product, Texti les & Graphics), 
Drama, Geography, History, 
Mathemati cs, French, Music, 
Science, ICT & Computi ng, PHSRE 
(Personal, Health, Social and 
Religious Educati on) and Physical 
Educati on.

In years 10 and 11, all students at 
the Taunton Academy are required 
to study and gain qualifi cati ons in:
English Language, English 
Literature, Mathemati cs, Science 
and ICT (European Computer 
Driving Licence). Students 
also take, but do not receive 
qualifi cati ons in, PE and PHSRE 

(Personal, Health, Social and 
Religious Educati on) unless also 
chosen as an opti on subject. In 
additi on, students are asked to 
select three opti onal subjects. 

These may include French, 
Geography, History, Science (for 
students choosing triple sciences), 
Art, Computi ng and IT, Drama, 
Design & Technology (Food 
& Nutriti on, Product Design, 
Texti les), Media Studies, Music, 
Photography, Religion and Ethics, 
Physical Educati on.

We support students through 
their choices, off ering 
independent advice and guidance, 
and strongly recommend that 
students take a broad and 
balanced curriculum. Students are 
required to take GCSEs in the core 
subjects of English, Maths and 
Science. They are also encouraged 
to study either a language, 
Geography, History or Computer 
Science plus a number of other 

subjects selected by the individual 
student.

Learning
High quality Teaching and 
Learning is at the heart of 
everything we do. Staff  plan 
lessons that are excepti onally 
engaging and enjoyable, enabling 
students to make excellent 
progress. In order to best equip 
students for life, we promote 
independence, resilience and 
refl ecti veness in our learners. 
We expect them to take 
responsibility for their learning 
and take an acti ve part in all 
learning opportuniti es created 
for them. Learners are challenged 
at all levels and success is always 
recognised and celebrated, so that 
every student can achieve beyond 
their potenti al.

At the Taunton Academy every child has access to a broad and 
balanced curriculum, tailored to meet individual needs and 
strengths. All students are supported and given the opportunity 
to achieve beyond their potenti al.

The 
Curriculum

All students study a wide range 
of subjects to encourage them 

to build on their current subject 
knowledge and develop new 

skills and understanding.
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Students and staff  have access 
to state of the art technology, 
including iPads and Apple Macs, 
to assist with their learning 
and access to a wide range of 
resources, increasing both their 
progress in lessons and enjoyment 
of learning within each subject.

All the buildings have been 
designed to take into account the 
latest in educati on technology 
and initi ati ves, including a multi -
million pound new Science Wing 
with a Super Lab where students 
thrive in a ‘hands on’ learning 
environment.

There are many opportuniti es to 
be involved in exciti ng learning 
programmes, where students are 
developing their leadership skills 
and growing in confi dence using 
a wide range of IT which gives 
them individual access through 
our wireless systems. Our Design 
and Technology zone off ers a pro-
kitchen for budding chefs and a 
range of workshop experiences. 

Art, Music and Drama are 
housed in our new three story 
building and is the ‘heartbeat’ 
of the academy. We have our 
own recording studio and dance 
faciliti es alongside many creati ve 
opportuniti es for exhibiti ng 
and performing both within our 
academy community and beyond.

Our values of Aspirati on, Integrity 
and Respect are core to our 
academy. Our ‘Heart Spaces’ 
within each ‘College’, create 
spacious, light and open areas, in 
which students can enjoy learning. 
They also form exciti ng spaces for 
self-study and social acti viti es.

The recent building programme amounted to an £11 million 
investment into the educati on provision of our students. The 
faciliti es are quite simply outstanding.

The Taunton Academy prides itself on excellent relati onships 
between staff  and students; every student is valued and 
nurtured as an individual.

We have a committ ed team 
of specialist staff  who work 
alongside teachers to support 
students so they can achieve their 
best. The Year Leaders and College 
Support Workers are always 
available to meet parents and help 
students through any concerns 
they may have. 

We work closely with parents/
carers in order to maintain the 
highest standards with parti cular 
respect to achievement and 
progress, att endance and 
behaviour. Good communicati on 
is really important and we value 
parent contact so we can work 
together to best support all our 
students. 

A Campus to be 
Proud of...

Caring for 
your Child

Our values of 
Aspiration, Integrity 

and Respect 
are core to our 

academy. 
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Excellence, 
participation and 
enjoyment are the 
key themes that 
drive our enrichment 
programme.
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The Taunton Academy off ers a wide range of extra-curricular 
opportuniti es to support our daily school curriculum. 

Such enrichment acti viti es 
include educati onal trips, visiti ng 
speakers, school clubs and 
competi ti ons. We ensure that 
every student has opportuniti es 
to develop their wider skills, like 
leadership and team working, as 
well as fi nding their sense of place 
in a complex global community.

Many students enjoy our extra-
curricular creati ve classes, such 
as Art and Photography, that are 
run daily throughout the year and 
students are encouraged to get 
involved in community projects, 
such as the Pocket Park project. 
Selected students are able to 
att end master classes in many 
subjects, such as English, and 
a diverse programme of events 
is available for those students 
who are parti cularly gift ed or 
talented, including philosophical 
debates and aspirati onal trips to 
Cambridge University. Musical 
clubs are available and include a 
choir, brass group, orchestra and 
senior vocal group.

Extra-curricular Sport and 
the Young Sports Leaders 
programme are highly regarded, 
with numerous opportuniti es 
off ered to our students to take 
their leadership and practi cal 
skills to a higher level and 
wider demographic. Excellence, 
parti cipati on and enjoyment are 
the key themes that drive our 
enrichment programme and, as 
such, the opportuniti es aff orded 
to our students aft er school is 
both broad and varied. We off er 
clubs in fi ft een diff erent sports 
and acti viti es and also fi eld 
teams from Year 7 to Year 11 in 
ten diff erent sports, enjoying 
signifi cant success in many of 
these. 

The Sports Leadership Academy 
develops students and enables 
them to practi ce and work in 
leadership environments with 
young people from our feeder 
Primary Schools. We regularly run 
sports festi vals in a wide variety 
of sports on site, supporti ng the 
transiti on of Year 6 students 
to the Acaedmy, as well as 
developing skills and knowledge.

Enrichment



My daughter joined  the 
school in year 8 and has 
settled in really quickly. 
Everyone at the Academy has 
been great at looking after her 
and caring for her.
              Year 8 parent.

Our values of 
Aspiration, Integrity 

and Respect 
are core to our 

academy. 

There is a real 
drive to ensure 
students make 
excellent
progress and 
achieve beyond 
their potential. 
Staff  want the 
best for each and 
every student 
and relationships 
are strong.
         Staff  member



The school day starts at 8.50am with a 20 minute tutorial session. 
Teaching and learning is organised into fi ve one hour lessons, with 
break at 11.10am and lunch at 1.30pm, and the ti metabled day 
fi nishes at 3.10pm when enrichment acti viti es begin. 

High quality Teaching and 
Learning is at the core of 
everything we do. Teachers plan 
and prepare highly engaging and 
enjoyable lessons that ensure 
students make excellent progress. 
The confi gurati on of the day 
allows maximum learning ti me 
before lunch, as much research 
shows this is best for students.

During tutor ti me fi rst thing in the 
morning, there is a planned series 
of assemblies and acti viti es which 
cover key aspects of personal, 
spiritual, moral and social 
development. 

The assembly programme is 
matched to educati onal, cultural 
and topical events and diff erent 
staff  are invited to speak 
alongside outside guests. The 
acti viti es in tutor ti me include 
literacy and numeracy tasks, 
debati ng, team work challenges, 
homework and uniform checking, 
discussion regarding behaviour 
and att endance and inter form 
competi ti ons. Tutors are the 

people who will get to know the 
students best during their ti me at 
the academy. 

Hot food is available from the 
canteen at break and lunch, as 
well as healthy snacks and cold 
meals, such as sandwiches and 
pasta salads.

At 3.10pm there is a programme 
of acti viti es and clubs ranging 
from sports practi ces to revision 
sessions for GCSE students. 

High quality 
Teaching and 
Learning is at the 
core of everything 
we do. 

RICHARD HUISH TRUST

The 
School Day

Time Acti vity

08.50 Tutor Time

09.10 Lesson 1

10.10 Lesson 2

11.10 Break

11.30 Lesson 3

12.30 Lesson 4

13.30 Lunch

14.10 Lesson 5

15.10 End of ti metable day

The Academy Day
2016/17



I was a bit nervous when I 
arrived this morning but I 
feel confi dent about coming 
here now. Everyone is so 
welcoming and friendly. It is so 
diff erent to my primary school, 
I can’t wait to start.

Throughout the year there are 
various transiti on events to help 
students make the move from 
primary to secondary educati on. 
Transiti on acti viti es include sports 
events, baking biscuits using the 
excellent catering faciliti es at the 
academy and a hands-on Science 
fair. 

During the summer term, senior 
staff  meet all students who 
have chosen to come to us by 
going out to visit them in their 
primary schools and then during 
our transiti on day held at the 
academy. On that day, students 
get to experience what a day 
is like at Taunton Academy and 
the day is packed with exciti ng, 
engaging and interesti ng acti viti es 
in all diff erent subject areas.

All admissions go through 
Somerset County via an 
applicati on form. The council can 
be contacted either through their 
website (www.somerset.gov.uk) 
or on 0300 123 2224. However, 
we would encourage you to 
come and meet us and have a 
look around the academy before 
making an applicati on. 

We are always pleased to 
welcome prospecti ve parents 
and students at any ti me. Please 
contact Recepti on 
(01823 348200) to arrange 
a meeti ng and a tour at your 
convenience.

Admission
& Transition
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