
Once again, there is a great deal of success and joy to celebrate in this newsletter. Our Year 11 public speaking team is now 
the national champion, after a fantastic victory last month. If you caught the team on BBC radio then you will have heard how 
confident and accomplished they are. 

We will be saying goodbye to our Year 11 students over the coming weeks and they have been working very hard on their 
final assessments. The regular photos of the students of the week demonstrate how they give of their best at all times. We 
have also had some interesting speakers, sharing important messages about crime prevention. 

As a result of closed shops, difficult family circumstances and dreadful weather recently, we have been very tolerant of 
variations in uniform. But after the half term break we will expect that all students will be in full uniform again. We have sent 
a letter home reminding you of the requirements. If any family needs support with this, please contact your head of year. 

The support that so many parents have shown to us this year has been very welcome. We share a common goal - to 
make sure that our students make progress and are able to manage in the real world. I hope that you enjoy the positive 
messages and pictures in this newsletter and that you will be able to spend the holiday break with family and friends, 
doing what you enjoy. 

Mr J Eddy

HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Emma, Sam, Ryan and Holly - who all 
contributed positively to school life and 
make excellent efforts in lessons. 

Year 7:

Max, Casey, Sophie and Alex.

Year 8:

Divvya and Sam. Both have an excellent 
attitude to learning in their lessons.

Year 9: 

Alissa - for being really kind and supportive to other students, encouraging them 
to be the best they can be.

Seth - fantastic cooking and organisation in Food Technology

Cheyenne - for being so hard working, positive and polite.

Elliot - continuous positive attitude to learning and excellent effort.

Iris, Bella and Tess for their support of staff 
and other pupils in social times. 
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Kacie for her growing resilience and 
good attendance in school.

Lottie for her growing resilience and 
good attendance in school.

Zachary for continuous positive attitude 
to learning and excellent effort

Edward for continuous positive attitude 
to learning and excellent effort.

Sophie for continuous positive attitude 
to learning and excellent effort.

Charlie has produced some outstanding 
and creative graphics work in DT.

Ryan for continuous positive attitude to 
learning and excellent effort.

Kyran for being a good citizen and 
excellent efforts in school.

Rebecca for continuous positive 
attitude to learning and excellent effort.

Millie for positive attitude to learning and  
good work ethic. 

Alfie for continuous positive attitude to learning  
and excellent effort. 

Louie for excellent work ethic and continuous positive 
attitude to learning. 

Madison for continuous positive attitude to learning 
and excellent contribution in class. 

The Taunton Academy was the 60th winner of the English Speaking Union’s Churchill Public Speaking competition on Saturday 24th 
April. Twelve teams from across Britain met remotely to compete in this prestigious event. Year 11 students Ella Gould, Chris Wood and 
Alexia Galatalis each fulfilled a different role in their presentation after previously showing their skills both local and then regional levels.

This is the fourth year the school has entered the competition, coached by teacher and former ESU public speaking competition 
alumna Ms Lam. She said: “I am delighted and proud of the success of the team. Their dedication and motivation during this 
tumultuous year has been admirable and duly rewarded in their successes.”

Ms Lam’s experiences of the competition 21 years ago during her own school days galvanised her decision to become involved with 
developing public speaking at the academy. She added: “Taking part in the ESU competition as a student consolidated my confidence 
whilst allowing me to develop oratory skills that, as a teacher, I use daily. Communication is a key skill that we must develop in our 
students to give them the tools for self-advocacy and allow them to fully engage in the world around them.”

www.thetauntonacademy.com/we-win-public-speaking-grand-final/

In the County Gazette:

https://www.somersetcountygazette.co.uk/news/19296218.taunton-academy-team-wins-prestigious-public-speaking-competition/

Students Ella, Chris and Alexia can be heard on the BBC Somerset’s Breakfast Show at 7.20am and their inspiring teacher Ms 
Lam at 8.45am:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p09dmbn5?fbclid=IwAR3Ig9ti_pOEFpzoNX-Z4VF2IBBXr767JQvwwcZor11dPFfLmLAmHsDOoy4

NATIONAL SPEAKING WINNERS!



Virtual Masterclass

Year 11 GCSE Drama students were treated to a ‘virtual 
masterclass’ with playwright Mark Wheeller. The 25 
students are studying his play “Hard To Swallow” which 
tells the true story of Catherine Dunbar, who died in 
1984 after a seven year battle with anorexia

Mark answered the students’ questions about how he 
became a writer, how the play came to be written and 
performed in different ways over the years. The session 
gave them invaluable insight into their set text.

Mary and Eloise said after the session: “This was 
an amazing opportunity! Meeting a playwright was a 
special experience in our last term at the academy. It will 
help so much with our exam.”

Mr Kerr

Crime Talk

We had an amazing guest speaker 
to talk to all year groups about the 
issues of drugs, gangs, knife crime 
and “county lines”. Paul Hannaford 
offered a real life insight into the perils 
associated with crime. It was a hard 
talk at times, but totally inspiring and 
thought provoking. 

Maths Measures

Year 7 students have been learning about 
measurements in their Maths lessons. They have 
been looking at measures of length, weight and 
time. They enjoyed a practical session, where they 
weighed and measured items in the classroom 
and recorded what they found.

NSEC Success 

Congratulations to Amelie in Year 10 who 
recently competed in a National School 
Equestrian Competition. It was her first 
time competing in an Eventer challenge 
which is a mixed course of show jumps and 
cross country style jumps with penalties 
for being too fast or slow. She was the only 
competitor from a comprehensive school 
and can be seen wearing the Academy 
colours. Many congratulations to Amelie 
and we look forward to hearing news of 
further success in the future.

Wellbeing Gardens

There is growing evidence that if we spend time gardening it reduces stress, 
boosts our mood, gives us a sense of achievement which improves our 
wellbeing. Our Year 8 and Year 11 Gardening Club students are working 
together in their year groups to grow and nurture seeds and plants to help 
create relaxing garden spaces. The club would welcome any donations of 
plants, large containers and compost. 

Mrs Vercoe

Year 8 students working hard planting seeds and potatoes

Busy turning old tyres into beautiful planters.



Green fingered Year 11 students are celebrating after receiving a windfall of gardening equipment from Taunton’s ASDA superstore. 
The students, with help from Miss Winley and Mrs Jones, secured a £260 voucher from the company to help buy equipment for their 
gardening project by The Franklin Hub. Items included gardening tools, pots, gloves, compost and plant trays. They started work on 
the area during the latest lockdown and have continued after school twice a week such is their dedication.   

Pictured left to right:

Giving the thumbs up are Naomi, Imogen, Lily, Miss Winley, Jason, Daniel and Mr Hale. 

Laptop Donations

LiveWest Homes has very kindly donated 15 reconditioned laptops to us. This 
contribution will undoubtedly have a real impact on students and their digital 
learning. During the pandemic we have seen some truly remarkable acts from 
organisations and people to help our children’s education. We really appreciate 
the support of all members of our community and I’d like to thank everyone for 
their tireless work.

Mr Bernard

Year 6 Student Visits

It has been wonderful to talk to the Year 6 students about The Taunton Academy, listen to the things they are excited about and 
answer their many and varied questions. We will continue to support students, their parents and carers as they make the move from 
primary to secondary school. We are looking forward to welcoming everyone at our transition day in the summer term. 

If you have any further questions please contact us.

Mrs Vercoe and Mrs Mellish

SAFEGUARDING NEWS

County Lines

You may have noticed in recent days the county lines awareness bus going around Taunton visiting local schools. County lines is more 
prevalent in the UK than you might think and is not just a big city problem which affects young people from a certain age group or 
background. County lines is a form of criminal exploitation, where children are groomed and manipulated into drug dealing. The ‘lines’ 
refers to mobile phones which are used to control a young person who is delivering drugs, often to towns outside their home county.

46,000 children in England are thought to be involved in gangs. There is likely to be many more.

90% of English police forces have seen county lines activity in their area and the violence is getting worse. 4,000 teenagers are 
being criminally exploited in London alone.

If you think a young person you know could be in immediate danger call 999, or if you have non urgent information to share with the 
police, contact Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111.

Mrs Webb

 What Is County Lines? | The Children’s Society (childrenssociety.org.uk)

 Guide-for-parents-worried-about-child-being-criminally-exploited.pdf (childrenssociety.org.uk)



The Importance of Covid Testing 

By reporting tests, staff and students are able to help councils and local health officials understand the community rates of infection 
better, enabling them to identify any possible outbreaks early and to take appropriate action in order to help to break chains of 
transmission.

It is important to report your result online straight away, even if it is negative or invalid. It’s easy to do at  
https://www.gov.uk/report-covid19-result

Please also report the regular testing results to 
school using the QR code on the test kit box or via 
the link emailed out to you each week. Test and 
trace support payments are available to eligible 
parents who are asked to isolate as a result of their 
child’s need to isolate

Parents whose children are asked to self isolate 
after contact with a positive case of COVID-19 are 
included in the Test and Trace Support Payment 
Scheme if they are unable to work as a result.

The Test and Trace Support Payment Scheme 
provides a £500 payment to the parents and carers 
of children who cannot work because their child 
or children are required to self isolate. Parents and 
carers will need to apply via their local authority in 
which they live to receive a payment.

Ms Jones

Pentecost is a celebration when the birthday of the church is commemorated. It is a time for joy and festivity, embracing the origins 
of the church as a diverse and multicultural family.

Think about the best gift you have ever been given. What was it? Why was it so amazing? How did it bring you joy? The best 
gifts are not always the most expensive or flashy ones. Gifts given that were carefully thought about and matched to the person 
receiving the gift are usually the best ones.

Many Christians believe that the Holy Spirit who came to rest upon Christian believers at Pentecost is also a gift both then 
and now. It shows that God does not want them to have to battle on alone, but was left when Jesus ascended to take His place 
guiding, shaping and encouraging them.

School Pastor Marcus Paul will be leading an assembly about Pentecost on 7th June.

If you have questions or would like prayer for yourself or a family member please speak with me.

Mrs Vercoe

School Chaplain

If you have any unwanted academy uniform in good condition 
please consider donating to school for our new students. Please 
bring it to reception with any spare hangers to display the 
uniform. Once we have organised this we will let you know what 
is available.

Instrumental lessons will resume after half term. If you would 
like your child to receive tuition please ask them to collect a letter 
from the Music Department.

We are delighted that we are able to go ahead with this year’s 
prom and are currently looking for donations of dresses. Any 
gowns lurking in your wardrobe which would be suitable for one 
of our leavers this year would be very welcome! 

If you have any you would like to donate please bring into 
reception for the attention of Miss Councill or Ms Harper. 

CHAPLAINCY NEWS

SCHOOL NOTICES



Improving
      LIVES

June Half Term
Monday 31 May - Friday 4 June 2021

Tuesday 1 June
Community Inclusion Activity 
Team Family Day to Noah’s Ark 
Zoo Farm
Clevedon Rd, Wraxall, Nr Bristol, 
BS48 1PG. Family Day to Noah’s 
Ark Zoo Farm. Meet at venue. 
Staff will be on site to support 
you from 10.30am to 2.30pm.
Cost £5 pp. Under 2’s free.

To book, call 07977 412199 from 
10am on 10th May.

Friday 4 June

Somerset Activity and Sports 
Partnership (SASP)
C.O.A.C.H Centre, French Weir 
Park, Taunton, TA1 1XF. Inclusive 
Outdoor activities - including tree 
climbing, bush camp, axe throwing, 
orienteering, kayaking, paddle 
boarding and inflatable rafting.
11-1pm (8-12yrs) and 2-4pm 
(13-18yrs). Costs £3.50 pp.

Book through Channel Adventure
adventure@channelgroup.co.uk 

Community Inclusion Activity 
Team Young Peoples Day at Ham 
Hill with Ranger led activities
Ham Hill, HE Stoke, Stoke Sub 
Hamdon, TA14 6RW. Den building, 
fire lighting, nature walk and games.
Young people new to our service will 
need to attend with a parent/carer. 
Meet at venue. Young people can be 
dropped off at 10am and collected 
at 3pm. £10 pp. 8-18yr olds.

To book call 07977 412199 from 
10am on 10th May.

Thursday 3 June

Monday 31 May
Nova Sports
Mendip Activity Centre, BS25 5PQ
Mendip Activity Centre for young 
people with additional needs. 
They will play frisbee golf, have 
lunch on-site, then take part in 
axe throwing, archery and 
tobogganing. 11am-3.30pm. 
Cost £25 pp for 7-18yr olds.

For bookings, contact 
Jenny Rutter jenny@
novasportsandcoaching.co.uk 
or call 07880 743453

Yeovil Inclusion Partnership
On-line activity. 
Four pre-recorded sessions on:• Arts and Craft
• Cooking
• Dance
• Yoga
Doorstep delivery of ingredients on 24th May to South Somerset and surrounding areas.
£2 per pack. 

Bookings: Steve Coles
SCColes@educ.somerset.gov.uk077869922290

Wednesday 2 June

EAQ Manor Farm, Owl street, 
Stocklinch, Ilminster, TA19 9JG.
An outdoor, activity-based adventure 
involving our horses, arts & crafts, den 
building, exploring nature and much 
more. 1:1 sessions available: 9am-11am. 
11.30am-1.30pm. 2.30pm-4.30pm. 
6-18yr olds. One child per session plus 
siblings. Cost £20 per 2-hour session.

Bookings via Ian Roberts 
01460 394375.
enquiries@eaqmanorfarm.co.uk

Community Inclusion Activity Team 

Animal themed activity pack including 

arts & crafts, recipes, puzzles and 

more! £2 per pack. 

To order, please email 
ciateam@somerset.gov.uk 

by Thursday 20th May for 
doorstep delivery w/c 24th May.

Community Inclusion 
       and Activity Team

For ALL children and young people in Somerset with a disability or additional needs
*You DO NOT have to be referred to any service to access these activities, unless otherwise stated.

 

www.exetermathematicsschool.ac.uk     01392 429020         enquiries@exeterms.ac.uk  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

VIRTUAL OPEN DAY 
 
 
 

Tuesday 8th June, 6pm  

Exeter Maths School (EMS) is an Ofsted 
Outstanding, state-funded sixth form 
specially designed for young people who 
loves maths, physics and computing.  We’re 
open to enthusiastic and adventurous 
students from all over Cornwall, Devon, 
Dorset and Somerset – and we offer great 
accommodation if you’re too far away for a 
daily commute. 
 
Our pioneering formula is all about freeing 
you up to explore the subjects you love 
inside out.  That means fewer rules, more 
mind-bending maths challenges and a 
really supportive, family ethos that allows 
you to be yourself. 

We are delighted to be hosting a Virtual Open 
Day for prospective students and their 
families. The event is aimed at Year 10 
students but is open to students from all year 
groups from across the South-West who are 
starting to consider their options for A-levels.  
Our Head will be leading an information 
session and a video link will show you around 
the school and introduce you to staff and 
students. 
 
The Open Day offers an excellent opportunity 
to learn about our unique curriculum and 
specialist offering.  If you love maths and 
want to be challenged, EMS could be the 
school for you!  
 
Click here to register.  
 

These activities are 
for children who have 
disabilities or additional 
needs and include a variety 
of face-to-face, online and 
activity packs delivered to 
the young person’s door. 
The full calendar, as well as 
more information about the 
Community Inclusion Activity 
Team, can be found under 
the Local Offer at Children 
with Disabilities Service:

www.somerset.gov.uk/
social-care-and-health/
children-with-disabilities-
service/

Online open day on June 8th at Exeter Mathematics 
School. This is mainly aimed at Year 10 students and 
anyone considering applying in the future.

An opportunity for book lovers to win a £10 National Book Token. 
Six weekly winners throughout May and June will get their artwork 
made into up to 35 gift cards, each loaded with £10 to spend on 
books. Closing date for entries is Sunday 13th June 2021.

https://www.nationalbooktokens.com/create-a-national-
book-token-for-your-class?utm_source=nbt&utm_
medium=email&utm_content=create&utm_
campaign=20210506_schools

COMMUNITY NOTICES


