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This half term has been a great success for students across the school as you will see from the pictures and events that have 
been taking place. Academic visits, sports festivals, the Year 6 open evening and even a trip to London remind us of what 
we have not been able to do for so long. Year 7 have settled into school life and have impressed me with their enthusiasm 
and ability. 

The last week has reminded us of the continuing risk of Covid and the disruption it causes to all aspects of our lives. We will 
be sending home more test kits this week, but if your child is currently away from school you can collect kits from reception. 

School life is about academic progress as well as those activities outside the classroom. Many students have really embraced 
school life, giving their best efforts in the classroom and involving themselves in activities beyond the classroom. There is a 
positive atmosphere in the school and I hope that you will get a sense of this as you continue reading. 

I wish you a happy and peaceful half term.

Mr J Eddy 

HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Cristina, Max, Lucy, Kobe, Isabelle, Harri, Joshua and Poppy. 
This confident group of students spoke to parents at last week’s 
open evening about their experiences of starting here. 

Sophie, Ben and Julia.Chloe, Kitt and Acey.

Year 7

Ella, Rohan, Ella, Sophie, Lucas, Lily and Max.



Year 8

Sebastian for an outstanding performance at sports day, 
beating two school records.

Jame for contribution to school life by helping with a whole 
school activity.

Karina-Crina for being an outstanding member of her tutor 
group.

Year 10

Ebony for aspiration - being the best she can be 
and being a good citizen, especially for her part in 
the BBC radio report (see below).

Kacey for aspiration - for her exceptional effort 
and success in sports day.

Oliver for respect - being a good citizen and 
excellent contribution to lessons.

Atlanta for respect - being a good citizen, always 
looking smart in her uniform and excellent effort 
in lessons.

Meg for aspiration - 
commitment to extra 
curricular sport and huge 
progress in hockey.

Olly for aspiration - 
excellent contribution and 
positive attributions.

Courtney for integrity/
aspiration -  being 
resilient and motivated to 
do her best.

Emily for aspiration - 
being an enthusiastic, 
positive student who 
gives her best to 
everything she does. 

Emma for aspiration - 
always doing her best 
and giving 100% effort.

Kurtis for aspiration - 
excellent effort in lessons.

Wess for aspiration - for breaking 
two school records on sports day 
and being a mature, positive and 
enthusiastic member of the tutor 
group.

Ella for aspiration - for brilliant 
work in geography and being a 
good citizen.

Reagan for aspiration - for his 
excellent contribution to lessons.

Cameron for aspiration - having a 
positive and brilliant start to Year 10.

James for aspiration - excellent 
uniform and for being a good citizen.

Grace for integrity – improved 
resilience and a good start to Year 10.

Year 9

Persephone and Harrision, who have been excellent at 
helping both staff and other pupils.



HOUSE OF LORDS WINNERS

BONZO UPDATE

MENTAL HEALTH DAY YEAR 11 LEADERS 

BURSARY OPPORTUNITY

As the 60th winners of the English Speaking Union (ESU) Churchill 
Public Speaking Competition we recently attended an event at the 
House of Lords hosted by Lord Duncan of Springbank. Former 
students Ella, Chris and Alexia were invited to deliver their winning 
presentation. They spoke confidently and persuasively, receiving 
praise from their audience for their eloquence and erudite 
comments. Their public speaking journey doesn’t end here as they 
will continue debating at Richard Huish College.

Our thanks continue to go to Charles Scott, Chairman of the 
Taunton Branch ESU, for his support.

Mrs Dixon’s miniature schnauzer has started 
his job supporting our students, helping with 
their wellbeing and reducing anxiety. BBC 
Somerset’s James Craig has been talking 
to students and staff about how Bonzo is 
making a difference, you can listen to the full 
report here:

https://www.bbc.co.uk/sounds/play/
p09wvc14

The Taunton Academy 
Music Bursary, in 
association with The 
Guildhall School of Music 
and Drama. If your child is 
musical and already plays 
an instrument (or played 
in primary school) we are 
offering two Year 8 students 
the chance of a full bursary 
to attend The Centre of 
Young Musicians in Taunton. 
This bursary is worked out 
on a sliding scale according 
to family income.

The selected students would need to attend Richard Huish College every Saturday 
for this division of the Guildhall School, with the possibility of continuing a music 
education beyond school. If you believe that your child is a good candidate for this 
exciting opportunity and you can support them with transport to and from Huish, 
please contact Mrs Standen.

jstanden@thetauntonacademy.com 01823 348200

Positive messages were written on our wellbeing wall to 
encourage one another.

Nearly 300 Year 6 students from eight of our feeder primary 
schools attended our Invasion Games Festival. Our Year 11 
leaders were a real credit to the school. Their role was slightly 
different to other festivals as they had to officiate, score, organise 
teams and manage each four different sports - tag rugby, 
frisbee, handball and netball. They all did this very efficiently, with 
professionalism and maturity. I was very proud of them all. 

Harry was my co-pilot 
and probably walked 
about 2,0000 steps! Will, 
Tommy, Devin, George, 
Alex and Abi all took on 
a little extra responsibility 
and rose to this challenge 
brilliantly. 

Mrs Ardren



OPEN DAY & EVENING HIGHLIGHTS

ARTS NEWS

Teachers, students and Bonzo our wellbeing dog were delighted 
to be able to welcome families to our recent open evening and 
open mornings. They began with a presentation from Mr Eddy, 
followed by a group of Year 7 students who spoke confidently 
about their experience of transition from primary and their first few 
weeks here. We are extremely proud of them and of all our new 
Year 7 students. Tours of the school followed, with visits to each 
faculty of English, Maths, Science, Humanities and PaCA (physical 
and creative arts). Each displayed and demonstrated some of the 
learning which takes place in these subjects and families were 
able to take part in various interactive activities, meet staff and 
ask questions. Thank you for all the positive feedback we have 
received about this interesting, informative and enjoyable evening. 

Mrs Vercoe

Transition Lead

Year 10 and 11 students recently visited the Tate Modern in 
London and photographed the Embankment as part of their 
course work.

Year 9 students spent a day at 
Taunton Museum with Somerset 
Art Works and explored an 
exhibition by famous local 
abstract artist Brian Rice. 
Afterwards they worked on their 
own paintings on canvas, inspired 
by the art works and the visit.

This wall was completed by visitors. We thought it looked lovely! 
They were invited to write down their favourite author or book.

Year 6 students and their siblings created the feathers for our 
beautiful peacock on their visit to the art department. 



HALF TERM ACTIVITIES

Year 11 GCSE drama students met lead actors Angel and Jess after a performance of the classic 1950s American musical Guys 
and Dolls at the Tacchi-Morris Arts Centre. The class enjoyed the classic 1950s American musical, which featured the hits “Luck 
Be a Lady” and “Sit Down You’re Rockin’ the Boat”. The show was staged by The SPACE, a sixth-form performing arts centre, and 
featured two former pupils from The Taunton Academy – Emily Hammerton and Kim Blackmore. We look forward to hosting The 
SPACE after half term for a performing arts workshop.

Inclusive activities calendar for October half term. Fun activities for children and young people who have a disability or additional 
need. It includes surfing, wheelchair basketball, nature studies, campfire cooking, seasonal forest activities and a Halloween walk. 
The Community Inclusion Activity team is also organising two family trips to Crealy Adventure Park and a young person’s bowling trip 
to Hollywood Bowl.

For more information please see: www.somerset.gov.uk/social-care-and-health/children-with-disabilities-service/

Date for your 
diary. The Taunton 
Academy’s Variety 
Show will be on the 
14th of December 
2021. The show will 
consist of dance, 
drama and music 
performances from 
all years. More 
details nearer the 
time. Please come 
and support our 
students on the 
night!

Tuesday 26 October
Nova Sports
Mendip Activity Centre, 
Winscombe, BS25 5PQ.
Awesome adventure day for young 
people with additional needs to 
take part in a range of activities.
9.30am to 2pm. Costs £20pp for 
8-18yr olds.

For bookings, contact Jenny Rutter 
jenny@novasportsandcoaching.co.uk 
or call 07880 743453

Wednesday 27 October

Nova Sports
Frome Youth Centre, Vallis Road 
BA11 3EF.
Powerchair Multi-sports for young 
people with physical disabilities. 
10am-11.30am. Costs £7.50 pp for 
8-18yr olds.

Wheelchair Basketball for young 
people with physical and/or 
additional needs. 12.30pm-2pm. 
Costs £7.50 pp for 8-18yr olds.

For bookings, contact 
Jenny Rutter jenny@
novasportsandcoaching.co.uk 
or call 07880 743453

Thursday 28 October

Friday 29 October

Wilderwoods Forest School
Drayton Woods, Drayton, 
Langport, TA10 0JZ.
Scary Halloween Walk.
We will help you create a lantern 
or a character to be part of a scary 
trail. Parents invited at dusk to take 
part if they dare! Hot chocolate, hot 
dogs and marshmallows available 
for survivors (vegetarian options 
available). 2pm-7pm. Costs £15 per 
child. Siblings of same family: £10. 
No cost for adults. For 8-18yr olds.

To book, contact Hannah Aitken 
on 01458 252463 or
hannah@wilderwoods.orgNeroche Woodlanders

Young Wood, Staple Fitzpaine, 
TA3 5AZ. 
Seasonal Forest Activities. This 
includes gathering around the 
fire-circle, exploring, playing games, 
as well as a campfire cooking activity, 
such as making small pancakes, 
biscuits, or popcorn.
11am-2pm. Costs £10 per family.

To book, please fill in the form 
on www.nerochewoodlanders.org 
or email 
info@nerochewoodlanders.org or 
sarah@nerochewoodlanders.org 

Shared Earth Learning
Vallis Veg Agro-ecological Farm, 
Frome, BA11 3JQ.
Outdoor activities, including 
nature-studies, crafts, gardening, 
games, shelter-building and simple 
campfire cooking. All geared towards 
environmental awareness and 
appreciation of the natural world.
10am to 2.30pm. Costs £10 pp for 
7-16yr olds.

To book call Alex Hart on 
07935068254 or email: 
sharedearthbookings@gmail.com

Neroche Woodlanders
Young Wood, Staple Fitzpaine, 
TA3 5AZ. 
Seasonal Forest Activities. This 
includes gathering around the 
fire-circle, exploring, playing games, 
as well as a campfire cooking activity, 
such as making small pancakes, 
biscuits, or popcorn. 11am-2pm. 
Costs £10 per family.

To book, please fill in the form 
on www.nerochewoodlanders.org 
or email  
info@nerochewoodlanders.org or 
sarah@nerochewoodlanders.or

What’s on across 
the week?

Friday 22 - Friday 29 October
Brookside Academy, Street, BA16 0PR
A variety of indoor and outdoor activities, including arts & crafts, cookery, Wii games and sports! 
For 4-13 years (must be school age), 9am - 3pm, £24pp. 
For 14-18 years, 9am – 3pm, £27pp. 

Booking is required with Jess Travella or Sandra Cinicola at extendedschools@brooksideacademy.co.uk

Wilderwoods Forest School
Drayton Woods, Drayton, 
Langport TA10 0JZ.
Inclusive Family Play. Exploration 
trail & free play, ropes and swings. 
Lighting campfire and toasting 
snacks, followed by craft activities 
according to age and ability:  
Lantern and mask making.
2pm-4.30pm. Costs £7 per child, or 
£12 per family (max 3 children). For 
0-8yr olds (siblings up to 10yrs)

To book, contact Hannah Aitken 
on 01458 252463 or email 
hannah@wilderwoods.org

Improving
      LIVES

Friday 29 October

SSE Outdoors - Kilve
Kilve Court, Kilve, Somerset, 
TA5 1EA. 
Outdoor activities, such as climbing, 
grass sledging, archery and 
abseiling. 9.30am - 3.30pm. 
Costs £10 pp for 7 - 18yr olds.

To book, please email 
sseoutdoors@somerset.gov.uk

Community Inclusion Activity Team 
Family Day to Crealy Theme Park. 
Sidmouth Rd, Clyst St Mary, Exeter, 
EX5 1DR. 
Meet at venue. Staff will be on site 
to support you from 10am to 3pm. 
Costs £10 pp. 

To book, call 07977 412199 
from 10am on 6th October.

Thursday 28 October

Monday 25 October
Community Inclusion Activity 
Team Young Person’s Day at 
Hollywood Bowl
Taunton, TA1 2LP. 
2 games of bowling and food. 
Young people new to our service will 
need to attend with a parent/carer. 
Young people can be dropped off 
at 5pm and collected at 7.30pm.
Costs £10 pp. For 8-18yrs.

To book, call 07977 412199 
from 10am on 6th October.

Community Inclusion Activity Team

Autumnal themed activity pack including arts & crafts, 

recipes, puzzles and more! £2 per pack. 

To order, please email ciateam@somerset.gov.uk 

by Monday 11th October for doorstep delivery

w/c 18th October. Payment on delivery please.

For ALL children and young people in Somerset with a disability or additional needs
*You DO NOT have to be referred to any service to access these activities, unless otherwise stated.

Wednesday 27 October

Yeovil Inclusion Partnership
Fairmead School, Mudford Road, 
Yeovil, BA21 4NZ 
Fun packed day including activities 
such as: arts & crafts, bouncy castle, 
SASP Sport and cooking. 10am to 
3pm. Costs £15 per young person or 
£25 per family. For ages 4-19yrs

To book, call Steve Coles 
O7786992229 or email 
SCColes@educ.somerset.gov.uk

Nova Sports: Surfing at The Wave
Washingpool Farm, Main Rd, 
Easter Compton, BS35 5RE.
Beginners surf lessons for young 
people with learning disabilities.
10.30am to 1pm. Costs £20 pp for
8-18yr olds.

Beginner surf lessons for young
people with physical disabilities. 
2pm to 4.30pm. Costs £20 pp for 
8-18yr olds.

For bookings, contact Jenny Rutter 
jenny@novasportsandcoaching.
co.uk or call 07880 743453

Tuesday 26 October
Community Inclusion Activity 
Team Family Day to Crealy 
Theme Park. 
Sidmouth Rd, Clyst St Mary, 
Exeter, EX5 1DR. 
Meet at venue. Staff will be on site 
to support you from 10am to 3pm. 
Costs £10 pp. 

To book, call 07977 412199 
from 10am on 6th October.

Family Activity - for all members of the family to attend 
and enjoy

Child/Young person can attend on their own under group 
supervision or with parent/carer if additional 1:1 support is 
required - please call the organisation to have a chat

Child/young person must attend with a parent or carer

Staff provided by the organisation to support the child/young 
person 1:1 if required - please call the organisation to see 
what they can provide as this may not include personal care

Some parts of the activity are wheelchair accessible please 
call the organisation to find out more

Accessible changing facilities are available please call the
venue to find out more

Activities aimed at young people/teenagers/young adults

Key for activities:

Useful Information

Who are the people offering the activities? Organisations who have experience of working with children and young people with 
a disability or additional need and their families. Activities can be adapted to suit the children and young people who would like to 
attend. Please call them to chat about your child / young person’s needs.  

Activities offered by the Community Inclusion and Activity Team - Dependant on the child / young person needs, we can provide 
a day out without parent / carer as we offer group supervision. If it is the first time your child / young person has accessed a trip with 
our team, a parent / carer will need to attend. We require payment a minimum of 2 weeks prior to the day. Please note, spaces for 
children and young people with a disability or additional need will be prioritised first, with spaces offered to siblings once bookings 
have closed if we have room. Online payment at www.somerset.gov.uk/cwd 

Don’t forget our Activity Day Passes - Available to ALL families in Somerset with a child or young person with a disability or 
additional need - Puxton Park, Noah’s Ark, Bristol Zoo & The Wild Place, Abbotsbury, Ferne Animal Sanctuary, Hestercombe gardens, 
Court farm. Call the CIA Office on 01823 358117 to find out more or visit www.somerset.gov.uk/cwd to view the flyer.

Max Card - A FREE card for all children and young people with a disability or additional need in Somerset aged 0-25 years. 
This card can be used at many places all over the UK offering discounts and special rates when you show the card. 
Visit www.mymaxcard.co.uk for more info. Cards can ONLY be issued by Somerset County Council to people living in Somerset. 
Call 01823 358117 or email ciateam@somerset.gov.uk

If you would like help with the calendar and how to access activities, call the Team office on 01823 358117.
If you no longer wish to receive this information, please email: CIAteam@somerset.gov.uk and we will remove your 
details from our mailing list.

SATURDAY
18 DECEMBER

2021
The Community Inclusion Activity
Team will be taking young people
on the Winterlights magical and 

illuminated train journey!

More information to follow...



JOINING THE TAUNTON ACADEMY

  COVID-19 UPDATE

Applications for a secondary school place to be made online at https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/starting-at-a-
secondary-or-upper-school-in-september/ applications must be received by 31st October 2021. The outcome of applications will 
be sent out on 1st March 2022.  Further information about applying for a place at secondary school can be found in the admissions 
guide https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/secondary-admissions-guide/

You will be aware that despite the relaxation of national measures, Covid remains present in our community. We have been advised 
by Public Health England (PHE) that there have been confirmed cases of COVID-19 within the school among staff and students.

 

It is really important that all students continue to take and report a lateral flow test twice a week. We recommend that this is done on 
a Sunday and a Wednesday. We recently issued more tests and will do so again before the half term. This has been proven to be a 
really good way of identifying cases – especially asymptomatic cases – so that students can isolate, which then prevents the wider 
spread among the community.

What to do if your child develops symptoms of COVID-19:

 However mild the symptoms, please book a PCR test for the person with symptoms (even if they have already taken an LFD test). 
Symptoms of COVID-19 are:

• A new, continuous cough, and/or

• A temperature, and/or

• A loss of, or change to, sense of test and/or smell.

 

You can book a test here Testing for coronavirus (COVID-19) - NHS (www.nhs.uk) or by calling 119.

If the test result is negative, your child can return to school once they are well and have been fever free for at least 24 hours (without 
the support of paracetamol of Calpol).

If the test result is positive, your child must self-isolate for 10 days (from when symptoms started, or from the date of the test). 
Members of your household who have been fully vaccinated (at least 14 days earlier) are medically exempt from vaccination or 
under the age of 18 years 6 months, instead of self-isolating, are now advised to take a free PCR test. They should continue to take 
precautions to protect others until the result is received.  If the result is negative, they can resume normal activities.  If the result is 
positive they must isolate for 10 days. This starts either from the test date, or onset of symptoms, which ever came first.

If you are concerned about your child’s symptoms, or they are worsening you can seek advice from NHS 111 at https://111.nhs.uk/ or 
by phoning 111. For most people, coronavirus (COVID-19) will be a mild illness.

EXTRA-CURRICULAR CLUBS 2021 – 2022
Monday No clubs at 

present

Tuesday Football Club 
 3.15 - 4.30pm 
Years 10 & 11

Rugby Club 
3.15 – 4.30pm Years 

7 & 8

Homework Club
8.15 - 8.45am

Year 7
Room Y7 Heart 

space

Wednesday Art Development
Tues/Weds/Thurs

1.30 – 2pm
Years 10 & 11
Room D201

Hockey Club
3.15-4.30pm
Years 9/10/11

Dance Club
3.15-4.30pm

All year groups

Film Club
(Films will 
be age 

appropriate 
and linked to 

current topics) 
3.15 - 4pm

All year groups
Room C105

Japanese Club
1.30 – 2pm

All year groups
Room C006

Wellbeing 
Wednesday
(A quiet space 
with mindful 

activities)
1.30 – 2pm
Years 7 & 8
Room C105

Thursday Football Club
3.15 – 4.30pm

Years 7/8/9

Hockey Club
3.15 – 4.30pm 

Years 7 & 8

Pride Club
1.20 – 2.05pm

Week 1: Years 7/8
Week 2: Years 

9/10/11 
Room C006

Friday No clubs at 
present

*Starting Soon! Textiles Club – Please see Mrs Batchelor for details if interested*


