
Year 7 2019 – 2020 Catch Up Funding 
 
Catch Up funding is additional funding for students who have not reached a scaled score 
of 100 in their KS2 tests. 100 is considered ‘secondary ready’ level of attainment. 
 
Our present Year 7 attracted an additional £20,000 to support 40 students in Maths and 
59 students in English (£202 per student for interventions) 
 
 
English  
44 students below the 100 scaled score in Reading 
46 students below the 100 scaled score in spelling, punctuation and grammar 
27 students are below the scaled score of 100 in all three tests. 
 
Students who arrive in Y7 below 100 are identified before they start and their profiles 
shared with all staff. We use an online system called Class Charts that enables every 
teacher to see photographs of their students in the seating plan and to access full details 
of every child’s level of ability, SEN etc. 
 
Development of Literacy is key focus of the academy; it is a priority as identified in the 
Academy Development Plan and as such we have developed a holistic approach. The 
Year 7 catchup funding is used to support aspects of this work. We have specifically 
funded Individual Literacy Interventions and small group literacy programmes. 
 
Many of the Year 7 students identified had reading ages significantly below their 
chronological ages. Some were reading at the level expected of a 6 year old on entry to 
us. The academy has a clear strategy for raising the profile of literacy and, as a result, 
standards overall.  
 
Students with significant weakness in Literacy are supported by the SEND department 
and undergo Individual Literacy Interventions delivered by the SEND team. The team 
also deliver group sessions using specialist programmes such as ARROW. 
 
In January we reorganised and re-launched the whole school ‘Drop Everything and 
Read’ (DEAR) scheme for all students. Everyday students are read to and read for 35 
minutes. The books are generally classics such as Alice in Wonderland, The Thirty Nine 
Steps, Pride and Prejudice, Mice and Men etc. The weakest Year 7 are removed for 
individual literacy work delivered by the SEND team during these sessions. The aim is 
for them to be in the class doing DEAR. 
 
In addition the English department use Accelerated Reader, a web based software 
programme that enables them to monitor and develop students’ reading and 
comprehension. 
 
To measure the impact of the interventions all Year 7 students will sit a reading test in 
October 2019 and will be tested again in April 2020. The Year 7 catch up students are 
more regularly tested by the SEND team. 
 
The school has invested heavily in an ongoing series of CPD sessions for all staff to 
support the delivery of Literacy across the curriculum and delivery of DEAR time. 
 



We have also invested heavily in a programme of Direct Instruction for students in Year 
7 and 8 who are significantly below their peers in literacy and numeracy. Students have 
been tested and placed in small groups to have 14 DI lessons per fortnight. This 
programme has been proven to improve levels of literacy and numeracy at a faster rate 
to other interventions and help diminish the difference to other students. 
 
 
Maths 
40 students below the 100 scaled score 
 
In Year 7 our Lower Prior Attaining (LPA) on entry students are taught in small groups.  
 
These groups follow a specific scheme of learning to boost basic numeracy skills and 
address misconceptions to accelerate progress as quickly as possible. Regular 
monitoring and progress testing occurs across these groups. 
 
In addition we have a retired Maths teacher who volunteers twice a week and takes 
students for paired Maths interventions. 
 
Funding is also used for mathematics resources specifically designed to support LPA 
learners. We have purchased Maths Whizz, aimed at Primary age children but it is 
having a measurable impact on our weakest students. The programme provides 
students and teachers with clear indicators of their strengths and weaknesses, their 
progress and is reward based. It also measures their Maths age in relation to National 
and school based averages. 
 
The Maths department have had CPD on delivering this intervention package. 
 
 
SEND 
Both English and Maths Catch Up students are supported by our SEND team. 
 
Vulnerable learners receive break and lunch time support from TAs and each student 
has an identified Key Worker. 
 
Educational Psychologists are employed to assess and intervene with identified students 
who have the greatest level of need. 
 
TAs are present in Year 7 lessons across the curriculum supporting the weakest of our 
catch up students in all subjects with literacy. 
 
All SEN students have a learning passport and Individual earning Plans, which are on 
Class Charts and used by teaching staff to differentiate support accordingly. 
 
 
 
 
 


