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Introduction

Dear Students and Parents

Welcome to the start of the options process for 2022. This is an exciting time as students have
the chance to make some choices about the subjects that they will continue with until the
end of Year 11 in 2024.

This booklet is intended to provide you with details about the various subjects for both the
core subjects (those that all students have to complete) and the options subjects.

Over the next few weeks I would urge you to read this carefully so that any choices are well
informed.

Students will have the chance to secure at least eight GCSE or equivalent qualifications. This
will give them the chance to keep a broad curriculum as well as giving them a range of options
for post 16 education.

Please do not hesitate to contact your child’s tutor if you have any questions.

Kind regards

Lisa Webber
Deputy Headteacher
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The Core Subjects
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English

English Language

Students follow the AQA English Language 8700 course. There are two terminal
examinations:
● Paper 1 “Creative Reading and Writing”. Students will analyse a previously unseen

piece of fiction writing from a well-known British author. They will also complete a

piece of narrative or descriptive writing. (1 hour 45 minutes)

● Paper 2 “Writers’ Viewpoints and Perspectives.” Students will analyse and compare

two previously unseen pieces of non-fiction writing, one of which will date from

before 1900. They will also write about their own viewpoint on a set subject. (1 hour

45 minutes)

There is no coursework element. Each paper is worth 50% of the total GCSE grade.
Marks are equally weighted between analysis of reading and writing skills, with
considerable weight placed on accurate spelling, punctuation, and grammar.
Spoken Language Endorsement
Students also complete a spoken language assessment which is internally assessed and
then moderated by the Board. This takes the form of an individual presentation in front
of an audience. While it does not contribute to the GCSE qualification itself, the grade
received is endorsed by the AQA and reported as a separate grade of a Pass, Merit or
Distinction.

English Literature

Students follow the AQA English Literature 8702 course. There are two terminal
examinations:
● Unit 1 tests a set Shakespeare text (Macbeth) and a pre 19th century text (A

Christmas Carol) and is worth 40% of the qualification.  (1 hour 45 minutes)

● Unit 2 tests a more modern text (An Inspector Calls), a collection of poems from an

anthology, and two unseen poems. This paper is worth 60% of the qualification. (2

hours 15 minutes)

Marks are available for ‘Quality of Written Communication’ in section A of both papers;
however, this qualification is far more focused on reading and interpretation skills.
There is no coursework element and both exams are “closed text” meaning that
students will not have access to copies of the texts studied when in their exam. The
challenge here is with retention of knowledge. Therefore, revision of the set texts is
highly recommended to ensure students have the best chance of success in their
examinations.
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Mathematics
Qualification: GCSE Mathematics

All students at the Taunton Academy study GCSE Mathematics. In Year 10, all students will
start to prepare themselves for the GCSE and students sit the exam at the end of Year 11.
Throughout Key Stage 4, they will be taught in groups depending on achievement throughout
Key Stage 3, students will be prepared for examinations at one of two tiers reflecting this.

Tier GCSE Grades available
Higher Grade 3-9 (D – A*)
Foundation Grade 1-5 (G – C)

The course will include units of work from the following areas:

● Using and Applying Mathematics
● Number
● Algebra
● Ratio and Rates of change
● Geometry
● Probability
● Statistics

The course will be assessed at the end of Year 11 using three examination papers. These
are designed to involve a combination of short and longer answer questions, including
problem solving and financial awareness questions. Students will learn the importance of
showing how they arrived at an answer, as well as just giving the answer itself.
Home learning is an integral part of the course and essential for practising the skills and
knowledge acquired during lessons. Home leaning is set every week; students will be
asked to complete tasks on hegartymaths based on the topics they need further practice.
Success can only be achieved with continued effort throughout the course.
We hope that students develop a positive attitude to Mathematics, including confidence,
enjoyment and perseverance. They will also develop the abilities to think precisely,
logically and creatively, and be expected to work both independently and co-operatively.

Assessment:

Assessment of students’ understanding at both tiers will be solely through three
written examination papers taken at the end of the course (two calculator and one
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non-calculator) each worth a third of the final marks. There is no coursework in
Mathematics.

Science

OCR Combined Science A (Gateway Science)

The science department delivers the OCR Combined Science A course to the majority of

students in Years 9, 10 and 11. The new GCSE (9-1) course in combined science is divided

into the three sciences; Biology, Chemistry and Physics. Each of the sciences is divided

further into topics, each covering different key concepts.

Assessment: Combined Science A

Students are required to do 6 written exams at the end of Year 11. Each exam is 70 minutes

long and contains a combination of multiple choice, short answer and extended answer

questions. Students can be entered for either Higher or Foundation tier. The higher tier

assesses grades 9 to 4 and the foundation tier grades 5 to 1.

The new GCSE (9-1) in combined science provides a clear progression from our course in

Key Stage 3 and aims to:

·  Develop scientific knowledge and conceptual understanding

·  Develop understanding of the nature, processes and methods of Science

·  Develop and learn to apply observational, practical, modelling, enquiry and problem-

solving skills

·  Develop the ability to evaluate claims based on Science through critical analysis

Practical skills

The practical activities are embedded throughout the teaching topics to encourage

practical activities within the classroom. At the Taunton Academy we strive to teach

science in a highly kinaesthetic manner. The development of practical skills is fundamental

to the study of any scientific subject. These practical skills are then assessed within the

written exams.
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Topics covered:
Biology Chemistry Physics

Cell biology Atomic structure The particle model of
matter, Radioactive decay

The nervous system,
Homeostasis and the

endocrine system

Properties of materials,
structure and bonding

Energy, Forces

Ecosystems Chemical reactions and
energy changes

Electricity

Inheritance and Evolution Quantitative chemistry and
chemical analysis

Waves and the
Electromagnetic Spectrum

Ecology Organic chemistry and the
chemistry of the atmosphere

Magnetism and magnetic
fields

Global challenges Global challenges Global challenges and the
characteristics of planets

OCR Biology A, Chemistry A, Physics A (Gateway Science)

For students of suitable ability, there will be the opportunity to study the three sciences as

separate GCSEs throughout year 10 and 11. They will be awarded three, independent GCSE

grades for Chemistry, Biology and Physics.

Assessment: Separate Sciences

Students are required to do 6 written exams at the end of Year 11. Each exam is 1 hour 45

minutes long and contains a combination of multiple choice, short answer and extended

answer questions. Students will be entered for higher tier. The higher tier assesses grades

9 to 4.

OCR Entry Level Certificate in Science

Students who are not yet ready to start GCSE Combined Science will be invited to study an

Entry Level Certificate. Students will learn an understanding of the physical, chemical and

biological world. They will be helped to appreciate how the complex and diverse

phenomena of the natural world can be described in terms of a small number of key ideas

relating to the sciences.
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OCR’s Entry Level Certificate in Science is a course designed to provide learners with

realistic targets, encouraging them to develop scientific skills. Where appropriate, students

will progress to GCSE (9–1) science.

Assessment: Entry Level Certificate

Students are assessed with a combination of end-of-item tests, can-do tasks and a practical

task. These are internally standardised by the centre and then externally moderated by

OCR.
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The Option Subjects

Art: GCSE

Qualification: GCSE Art

Course Content
This is an exciting course that enables
students to explore and experiment
with a range of media and materials
whilst developing their skills. The
course is theme based and offers the
opportunity for students to express
their own interests and ideas within a
structured presentation in their sketch
books. Throughout the course,
students will need to continually
develop their skills in drawing using
various media and annotate clearly
their ideas, processes and influences.
Students will have the opportunity to draw, paint, photograph, create 3D work, printmaking and
create images using many different media and software. In the second year they will choose to
work in the two most successful media to create a final project and exam piece. The course
requires students to take part in gallery visits that are offered in school.

Portfolio of Coursework
Students will complete 3 projects, each with a prep sketchbook and a final piece. Each project
will focus on a different theme. For example: freedom, distortion, surfaces, barriers,
extraordinary.  The coursework comprises 60% of the total mark.

Exam
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The theme is set by the exam board in January of Year 11. Students will choose one starting
point from the theme to develop their work. There are 8 weeks to prepare the project and
sketchbook before making a final piece in the art room over a two day period. (10 hours). The
Exam and prep book are the final 40% of the total marks awarded.

Assessment
Coursework and the exam are graded using four Assessment Objectives:

- Understanding your work and the work of other artists through annotation (Written).
- Developing ideas and experimenting with techniques.
- Drawing, taking photographs and research.
- Creating a final piece of work over 10 hours.

Dance: GCSE
GCSE Dance is an active, creative, fulfilling and
rewarding subject choice.  Dance develops creativity,
imagination, physical ability, emotions and intellectual
capacities.  It can enhance your confidence, problem
solving, leadership skills and key skills for life.
Dance is both physical and expressive – this is what it
makes it similar to and different from other creative
and physical lessons.  Dance combines elements of
Drama and Physical Education and enhances wellbeing
making it a great choice at GCSE.

COURSE DESCRIPTION:
The Course consists of 2 Components

Component 1
Performance and Choreography

Component 2
Appreciation of own and other choreographers
work

Examined by practical exams:
● 60% of overall grade

● 80 marks

Examined by a 1½ hour written exam
● 40% of overall grade

● 80 marks

Performance: 30% of overall grade
Solo performance of approx. 1 minute
(12 marks)
AND Section A;
Duet or trio performance lasting approx.
3 - 5 minutes
(24 marks)
+ (4 marks) for mental skills

Chorographic processes – questions related to a
stimulus to write a response.
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Choreography: 30 % of overall grade Section B:
To choreograph a solo performance of approx. 2
- 2½ minutes

Critical appreciation of own work

OR
Group dance (2 -5 dancers) of approx. Section C:
3 - 3½ minutes
(40 marks)

Critical appreciation of professional dancers’ work

Progression & Career opportunities:
GCSE Dance provides a foundation for a career in Dance, performing Arts and further studies,
including A Level Dance.
It will develop skills that are recognised by Universities and Employers such as problem solving, creativity and
team work.

Drama: Technical Award

Qualification: Level 2 Technical Award
Drama (Eduqas)

Studying Drama will increase your creativity and self-confidence. Students will experience
drama as an actor and director. Studying drama can lead to work in the performing arts industry
including theatre, TV, and media as well as law, sales and marketing. All employers value young
people who offer creativity, leadership experience and self-confidence.

This new course is...

● Developed by Drama specialists based in the South West.

● Excellent preparation for Level 3 A-Level/BTEC/Vocational study

● Taught by an experienced EDUQAS examiner.

Benefits of the Technical Award:
Emphasis on practical skills and assessment / No exam / No set text study / Accessible to all pupils.

Unit 1: Performing Drama (30%)
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Performing is familiar to all students in Year 9. This unit asks students to perform short
pieces of drama from a range of texts leading to a final group performance to a small
audience. Controlled internal assessment including a portfolio of work and a recording
of the performance.

Unit 2: Devised Drama (30%)
Devising is familiar to all students in Year 9. This unit requires students to make their
own pieces of drama, inspired by Brecht or Frantic Assembly, leading to a final group
performance to a small audience. Controlled internal assessment including a
development log and a recording of the performance.

Unit 3: Performing Arts in Practice (Industry Commission) (40%)
An opportunity to create a piece of performance work in response to an Industry
Commission set by the exam board. This will include planning, promoting and
presenting an event as part of a team. Supervised external assessment with marks
available for creating, promoting, pitching, evaluating and reflecting.

Food Preparation and Nutrition: GCSE

Qualification: GCSE Food Preparation and Nutrition (Worth 1 GCSE): AQA
exam board: 9-1 graded.

The aim of the AQA Food preparation and Nutrition is to equip students with
the knowledge, understanding and skills required to cook as well as apply the
principles of food science, nutrition and healthy eating.
Assessment: 50% coursework and 50% examination. All count in Y11 only

In year 10 students will learn and develop skills in the following areas;
Food. Students will understand food provenance, where our food comes from and how it’s
grown, reared or caught. The processing involved in farm to fork and the development of
traditions in Britain and international cuisines.
Nutrition. In this section students will look at the guidelines for a healthy diet and the
various nutritional needs depending on life stage. Students will look at the specific
functions of nutrients in the diet and how to calculate energy and nutritional values. The
study of the various food groups and their commodities within will also be scrutinised.
Cooking and food preparation. Students will understand why food is cooked and be able to
choose the appropriate method. They will also look at the functional and chemical
properties of ingredients. Food hygiene will also play an important part of the course and
student will have the opportunity to take the level 2 award in food safety as well.
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Practical skills. There are a number of practical skills to be practiced and honed through
practical sessions and some of these will include: Making sauces, setting hot and cold
mixtures, use of raising agents, making dough’s, filleting of fish and the careful dissection
of chickens, as well as numerous other skills and practical sessions. There is a large amount
of written work and theory, it is not wall to wall cooking.

Paper 1 – Food preparation and Nutrition
Written exam: 1 hour 45 minutes - in Year 11
How it's assessed - 100 marks - 50% of GCSE

Questions

Section A: Multiple choice questions (20 marks)

Section B: Five questions each with a number of sub questions (80 marks)

NEA – Non exam assessed (coursework) - 50% of GCSE – ALL work to be done in Year
11.
September of Y11: Task 1: Food science investigation – worth 15%/50%
Students' understanding of the working characteristics, functional and chemical properties
of ingredients.
Practical investigations are a compulsory element of this NEA task.
November of Y11: Task 2: Food preparation assessment - worth
35%/50%
Students' knowledge, skills and understanding in relation to the planning, preparation,
cooking, presentation of food and application of nutrition related to the chosen task.
Students will prepare, cook and present a final menu of three dishes within a single
period of no more than three hours, planning in advance how this will be achieved. This
is usually in late January/February of Year 11.

Reminder that to succeed in this course there is an expectation that you may cook every
week with the cost varying from £2 to £5 approx. It is compulsory to bring in ingredients.

This course could lead onto further training – BTEC/NVQ’s in Hospitality and Catering,
Apprenticeship in Catering or A Level Food. Many careers can be linked to GCSE Food –
Food scientist, Chef, Environmental health officer, taste tester, food analyst, nutritionist,
dietician to name but a few. As well as simply being able to cook a well-balanced meal.
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Three Dimensional Design: GCSE

Eduqas GCSE Art and Design – Three-dimensional design (Product Design)

Three-dimensional design is defined here as the design, prototyping and modelling or making o
primarily functional and aesthetic products, objects, and environments, drawing upon intellectua
creative and practical skills.

Within the context of three-dimensional design, students must demonstrate the ability to:
● use three-dimensional techniques and processes, appropriate to students’ person

intentions, for example: model making, constructing, surface treatment, assemblin

modelling

● use media and materials, as appropriate to students’ personal intentions, for example

drawing materials, clay, wood, metal, plaster, plastic, found materials.

Students will also be given an externally set project. This will involve choosing a brief from a selection set by
the examination board. You will then produce another sketch book of work with detailed, research, testing,
analysis, and evaluation that will lead you to another final piece. Your final piece will then by produced in a
10-hour exam.

Component 1 – Portfolio – 60% of the qualification
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A major practical investigative project / portfolio which encourages adventurous and open programmes of
study. Provides ample time to instil a foundation of important skills, knowledge and understanding through a
variety of experiences

Component 2 – Externally set assignment and 10-hour exam – 40%
Consists of two integrated constituent parts, namely the supporting studies and preparatory work followed by
a 10 hour period of sustained focus work, which are assessed together

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by the exam board; marked by the school/college and moderated b
Eduqas during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June.

Textile Design: GCSE

Eduqas GCSE Art and Design: Textile Design (Fashion Design)
This course offers students an exciting opportunity to explore and learn about designing and making
products from textiles. Students completing this course will spend the first term investigating and
experimenting with a range of techniques to gain a deeper understanding of textile design. They will then
complete a mini project to learn about the different assessment objectives that they will need to cover to
successfully complete the course.

After this introduction students will begin a sustained project in a theme of their choice. This will involve
completing a sketch book of detailed research, testing, analysis and evaluation all of which will lead to a final
piece. This project will equate to 60% of their final grade.

Students will also be given an externally set project. This will involve choosing a brief from a selection set by
the examination board. You will then produce another sketch book of work with detailed, research, testing,
analysis and evaluation that will lead you to another final piece. Your final piece will then by produced in a
10-hour exam.

Course breakdown:
Component 1 – Portfolio – 60% of the qualification
A major practical investigative project / portfolio which encourages adventurous and open programmes of
study. Provides ample time to instil a foundation of important skills, knowledge and understanding through a
variety of experiences
Component 2 – Externally set assignment and 10-hour exam – 40%

15



Consists of two integrated constituent parts, namely the supporting studies and preparatory work followed
by a 10 hour period of sustained focus work, which are assessed together

Non-exam assessment (NEA) set by the exam board; marked by the school/college and moderated
by Eduqas during a visit. Moderation will normally take place in June.

French: GCSE

Qualification: GCSE French

Students can choose to study GCSE French, completing the
course by the end of Year 11. In French you will continue
to develop your listening, speaking, reading and writing
skills in different topics spread over the course. Some of
the topics include leisure, culture and lifestyle.

Assessment
● French writing and translation, 25% of the total grade.
● 12 minute speaking exam, 25% of the total grade.
● One reading exam worth 25%.
● One listening exam worth 25%.
 
You will learn about real life in France, learning about the traditions
and if the French really eat snails! Languages help you to be
confident enough to speak in front of people as well as giving you a
great chance to learn more about and see the world.
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Remember that languages matter. 75% of the world does not speak
English at all. It is a well-known fact that people who speak more
than one language are not only more employable but usually earn
more money too!

You are the lucky ones in being able to choose a language. Once
you’ve learnt one language, it’s very easy to learn more!

Geography: GCSE

What is the course about?

Students choosing geography will study the AQA course made up of physical and human
themes and investigate the link between them.
Topics studied are varied and include tectonic hazards, ecosystems, climate change, poverty
and deprivation, global shifts in economic power and the challenge of resource management
and sustainability. Pupils will consider different viewpoints, values and attitudes and will be
encouraged to understand their role in society.

The course is assessed using three exams as follows:

Paper 1, 1 hour 30 minutes
Living with the physical environment:
• Natural hazards.
• The living world.
• Physical landscapes in the UK.
• Geographical skills.

Paper 2, 1 hour 30 minutes
Challenges in the human environment:
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• Urban issues and challenges.
• The changing economic world.
• The challenges of resource management.
• Geographical skills.

Paper 3, 1 hour 15 minutes
Geographical applications:
• Issue evaluation.
• Fieldwork.
• Geographical skills.

Whilst fieldwork will be undertaken, there is no requirement to produce an assessed piece of
coursework based around this in the new course. Instead, the student's knowledge of the
techniques and issues of fieldwork will be tested in the third exam.

History: GCSE

Qualification: GCSE History

There are 4 sections to the History GCSE course:
● Anglo-Saxon and Norman England c1060-1088;

We will study a key turning point in English

History with the events of the Battle of Hastings

and the Norman Conquest. How did King

WiIlliam keep control and how does the conquest

still influence life today?

● Crime and Punishment c100-Present;

This unit will look at changes over time. How the police force developed and how our

attitudes towards crime and the punishment have evolved. Capital punishment crimes

such as treason, highway robbery and murder will be explored through case studies.

There is also a separate study of Whitechapel in Victorian London exploring the

murders of Jack the Ripper.

● Weimar and Nazi Germany 1918-1939;
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The consequences of World War One led to a conditions in Germany deteriorating to

such a degree that Hitler was able to secure power. We will explore how he then

abused that power as he prepared the country for war.

● Super Power Relations 1945 – 1991;

Allies during World War Two, the USA and the USSR embarked upon the Cold War. The

impact of events such as the Cuban Missile Crisis, the building of the Berlin Wall and

the work of Reagan and Gorbachev  resonate and shape the world around us today.

These four sections will be assessed in taking three exams at the end of Year 11. There is
no coursework for History.

Students will build on the skills they have learned in Key Stage 3. If they enjoy History and
are curious to know what made our world like it is today, then this is a great choice. The
course demands a lot of reading and writing and students will have to learn a lot of the
content for the final exam.
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GCSE Computing

Qualification: GCSE Computer Science

Computer Science is an engaging and practical subject,

encouraging creativity and problem solving. It encourages

students to develop their understanding and application of the

core concepts in computer science. Students also analyse

problems in computational terms and devise creative solutions

by designing, writing, testing and evaluating programs.

Assessment: 100% examination

Two exams of 1hr 30 minutes each.

01 Computer Systems
This component will introduce students to the Central Processing Unit (CPU), computer memory
and storage, wired and wireless networks, network topologies, system security and system
software. It is expected that students will become familiar with the impact of Computer Science
in a global context through the study of the ethical, legal, cultural and environmental concerns
associated with Computer Science. It is expected that students will draw on this underpinning
content when completing the Programming Project component (03).

02 Computational thinking, algorithms and programming
This component incorporates and builds on the knowledge and understanding gained in
Component 01, encouraging students to apply this knowledge and understanding using
computational thinking. Students will be introduced to algorithms and programming, learning
about programming techniques, how to produce robust programs, computational logic,
translators and facilities of computing languages and data representation. Students will become
familiar with computing related mathematics.

03 Programming
During their studies students will need to complete 20 hours of programming. To this end
students will expand on knowledge taught at KS3 and will be given the option to complete
challenges using either Python or C#.
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Cambridge Nationals iMedia Level 2

The IT sector
The IT industry is vast, covering different sectors and
providing work for freelance creatives as well as large
teams in design houses and multinational companies.
But there are common aspects to all digital media
products. This qualification will help you to develop
knowledge, and understanding relating to different
sectors, products and job roles that form the media
industry. You will learn how media codes and
conventions are applied to create digital media
products which engage audiences. You will also learn
the purpose of, and reasons for legislation applicable
to the media industry and what media producers
must do to comply with this legislation. In addition, you will gain an understanding of the properties and
formats of media files.

What does the qualification cover?
This qualification will assess the application of creative media skills through their
practical use. They will provide learners with essential knowledge, transferable skills and
tools to improve their learning in other subjects with the aims of enhancing their
employability when they leave education, contributing to their personal development
and future economic well-being. The qualification will encourage independence,
creativity and awareness of the digital media sector. The Cambridge Nationals in Creative
iMedia will equip learners with a range of creative media skills and provide opportunities
to develop, in context, desirable, transferable skills such as research, planning, and
review, working with others and communicating creative concepts effectively.

How will students be assessed?
Students will take two mandatory units

● Creative iMedia in the media industry: Exam - 40%,

● Visual identity and digital graphics: Coursework - 25%

and one  optional unit
● Interactive digital media: Coursework - 35%.

Why should you study Creative iMedia?
● There is a huge demand for a skilled and digitally literate workforce
● Digital media products are used in almost every business
● Digital media forms a key part of many areas of our everyday lives
● It is vital to the UK economy that the workforce is equipped with creative people
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Media Studies: GCSE

The department follows the new OCR Media Studies J200
examination syllabus 2017.

Examination Board and Syllabus Details:
The course is split between two examinations and
one controlled assessment production task.
Controlled Assessment = 30% of the overall grade
Exams = 70% of the overall grade

Content Overview

Paper 1: TV and promoting media

Assessment
Overview

Students will explore how media products follow
generic conventions, use media language,
represent events, issues, places, individuals and
social groups, address audiences and reflect
their industrial context.

Paper 2: Music and News

Textual analysis
70 marks
1hr 45 minutes
Written paper

35%
of total
GCSE
(9–1)

Students will explore the range of media forms
to exemplify media industry issues
demonstrating their knowledge and
understanding of the theoretical framework
(media language, representation, audiences and
media industries) as it applies to each form.
Students will apply the theoretical framework
and theoretical perspectives to three in-depth
studies.

Controlled Assessment

Exploring
media
70 marks
1hr 15 minutes
Written paper

35%
of total
GCSE (9–1)

Students will create media products through
applying knowledge and understanding of media
language and representation from the
theoretical framework to express and
communicate meaning to an intended audience.

Creating media
30 marks
Non-exam
assessment
(NEA)

30%
of total
GCSE (9–1)
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What does this course teach me?
This is a demanding course that requires students to:

● demonstrate skills of enquiry, critical thinking, decision-making and analysis.
● acquire knowledge and understanding of a range of important media issues.
● develop appreciation and critical understanding of the media and how media products

reflect the social, cultural, historical and political contexts in which they are produced.
● understand and apply specialist subject-specific terminology to analyse.
● and compare media products and the contexts in which they are produced and

consumed in order to make informed arguments, reach substantiated judgements and
draw conclusions about media issues.

● appreciate how theoretical understanding supports practice and practice supports
theoretical understanding.

● develop practical skills by providing opportunities for creative media production.

Who would this course suit?
It would suit someone who enjoys the types of analysis and explanation that happens in
English. Media studies is about analysing the visual and symbolic language the media uses to
create meaning.

The exams have long answer style questions that will draw on the analytical writing skills
developed in English.
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Music Practice : BTEC Tech Award

What does the qualification cover?

This is a hands-on course that will give student a taste of what the music sector is like as well as the

skills and confidence to succeed in their next step.

Students will learn about the various music products, develop valuable skills and techniques in music

creation, production and performance, and explore potential careers in the industry.

Students will be introduced to the practical life and work in the industry whilst:

● developing skills, including teamwork, leadership and communication

● developing and presenting music to a brief

● analysing, evaluating and enhancing their learning

How will it be assessed?

Component 1 Exploring Music Products and Styles

- Aim: explore musical styles and techniques, and gain an understanding of roles in the

industry

- Assessment: internally assessed assignments

- Weighting 30%

- Students will:

● Take part in practical workshops to understand stylistic features and characteristics.

● Learn about the different products in the music industry.

● Develop techniques in realising musical products.

Component 2 Music Skills development

- Aim: develop musical knowledge, skills, and techniques and apply them to a music product

- Assessment: internally assessed assignments

- Weighting 30%

- Students will:

● Reflect on their progress, and on areas for improvement.

● Choose a job role and explore the skills needed to fulfil it.

● Develop a range of skills.

● Apply skills and techniques in a music performance, creation or production.

Component 3 Responding to a Commercial Music Brief

- Aim: put skills into practice by responding to a brief as a composer, performer or producer
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- Assessment: externally assessed task

- Weighting 40%

- Students will:

Choose an area of the industry that excites them (composer, performer, or producer).

● Explore the brief and come up with possible responses and ideas.

● Use relevant resources, skills and techniques to develop and refine musical material.

● Present their final response (solo or in a group).

● Review and reflect their approach to the brief and their final outcome.

Where could this lead in the future?
With a BTEC Tech Award in Music Practice, students are able to explore, challenge and realise their

potential. During the course, students can see whether the industry is one they want to be in, where

they could go, and gain the knowledge and skills they need to succeed in their next steps.

After completing the course, students can continue on to further vocational and academic study at

level 2 and level 3, as well as apprenticeships and traineeships.

What’s more, the transferable skills that students master during their studies such as self-reflection,

communication, teamwork and problem solving will also support their progress.
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Sport Studies: OCR National

Qualification: Sport Studies

Cambridge Nationals in Sport is a Key Stage 4 course that
gives our students the skills to not only be successful in
Sport but also the physical, intellectual, emotional and
social skills to be successful in life.

The Cambridge Nationals in Sport Studies take a more 
work related focus, whilst also encompassing some core
sport/Physical Education themes. Students have the
opportunity to apply theoretical knowledge about
different types of sport and physical activity, skills
development, outdoor education and sports leadership to their own practical performance. They
will learn about contemporary issues in sport such as funding, participation, ethics and role models,
and sport and the media.

Learners will study four mandatory content areas:

● Contemporary Issues in Sport
● Developing Sports Skills
● Sports Leadership
● Outdoor Education

These units will make up 100% of the learners overall grade with 25% of the marks being assessed
externally through an exam.

Contemporary issues in sport

Students explore a range of topical and contemporary issues in sport, such as participation levels and
barriers, promoting values and ethical behaviour, and how sport contributes to society as a whole
beyond simply providing entertainment.

Developing sports skills

Students try out a range of sports related skills and techniques, including different practice methods
for improving both their own performance and that of others. They develop their knowledge of the
use of tactics and strategies in both individual and team sporting activities as well as their
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understanding of the rules, enabling them to carry out a number of officiating roles within the
activities.

Sports leadership

Students learn about some of the knowledge, understanding and practical skills required to be an
effective sport leader. They put their knowledge into practice by planning and delivering safe and
effective sporting activity sessions. Afterwards they review their performance.

Outdoor Education - Students experience a range of outdoor education activities through practical
and theoretical experience. They plan sessions and complete hands on tasks in an environment to
encourage knowledge and experience that will upskill them in future in the outdoor education field.

Student pathway after completion :

This Cambridge National in Sports Studies complements vocational qualifications including Health
and Social Care, IT, Fitness Training and Performing Arts. It is also a great partner for, Sociology,
Maths and English Language.

Upon completion, learners can progress to A-levels, Technical Certificates and other Level 3
vocational qualifications such as BTEC National Diploma in Sports.

Students may progress to university to study a variety of courses, including Sports Science, Sports
Studies, Leisure Management, Teaching, Sports Therapy, Physiotherapy and others.

Photography: GCSE
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During this course students will be given the opportunity to
explore the various techniques available for shooting with your
digital SLR camera, how to create photo shoots, editing using
photo shop and manipulating images in the art room with a
range of media. They will also explore drawing techniques using
photo shop.
It is important that they are able to explore taking photographs
at weekends as most photo shoots are produced out of school
according to the theme.
All of the images and editing/screen shots need to be documented in a journal along with
annotation (written analysis) of ideas and connections to photographers that will be studied.
The journal will be online with an accompanying printed portfolio of student work.

In the second year students will have an exam theme to work towards and 2 days of
controlled test time, where they will work at the computer editing images in the art room
to create final image/works. They will have the opportunity to visit local and international
galleries and places of interest. It is beneficial that you have a digital SLR camera to take
part in this course.

Portfolio of Coursework
Students will complete 3 projects, each with a prep
sketchbook and a final work. Each project will focus
on a different theme. For example, Natural World,
Urban, Portrait and Freedom. This is worth 60% of
the total marks.

Exam
A theme is sent by the exam board in January, with a range of options to choose from.
Students will choose one theme to develop ideas and photo shoots. They will have 8 weeks
to prepare the project and sketchbook before editing and presenting a final image/s in the
mac suite over a two day period (10 hours).  This is worth 40% of the total marks.

Assessment
Coursework and the exam are graded using 4 Assessment Objectives:
● Analysing photographic images, own photographs and the work of inspirational

photographers.
● Organising photo shoots and taking photographs.
● Developing ideas and experimenting with techniques in photo shop and art media.
● Creating a final image/s.
● Annotating all stages of the journal (written analysis) and evaluating projects.
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Religious Studies: GCSE

Why study this subject?
Religious Studies GCSE is an inclusive subject. It is for people of any faith or religion and for

people of no faith or religion at all.This course encourages students to play a role in multi-cultural

Britain by developing a deep understanding of the beliefs, values and traditions of one or more

religions. It also encourages students to question their own beliefs and challenge their ideas on

what they think is right and wrong.

Through the study of the religions of Christianity and Buddhism students will develop their

knowledge of the key elements of these religions and their effects on individual or corporate

moral behaviour attitudes, social practices and life-styles.

● Christianity: beliefs, teachings and practices

● Buddhism: beliefs, teachings and practices

● Religion and life

● Religion, Crime and Punishment

● Relationships and families

● The existence of God and revelation

What will students study?
Component 1 – Study of Religion: Beliefs, Teachings and Practices:  Christianity and Buddhism
Component 2 – Philosophy and Ethics

How will it be assessed?
The course will be examined through 100% exam
Students will sit two papers of 1 hour and 45 minutes
Each paper will examine skills of knowledge and
understanding and skills of evaluation

How will Religious Studies help students?

Religious studies helps students to:

● Develop transferable knowledge, skills and attitudes;

● Describe, apply and analyse issues that affect their daily lives, e.g., abortion, war, drug

abuse, arguments for and against the death penalty;

● Express their own points of view and listen to the views of others.

It is a qualification that is valued by colleges and employers because of the transferable skills it

develops. A student might also go on to study the subject, or related subjects, at A level.

For certain careers Religious Studies GCSE would be particularly beneficial, e.g. leisure and

tourism, health and social care, medicine, law, policing
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Other Information

33



Next steps and deadlines

for students

● When you have read carefully through the booklet, discuss your ideas with your parents/carers.

● Decide:

 which subjects you will enjoy.

 which subjects you think you will achieve your best in. You may find it helpful to look back at

your report from January.

● There will be a parents Information Evening on 3rd March 2022 to explain the Options Process.

● There will a Year 9 Progress evening online on 10th March 2022. This would be a good
opportunity for parents and carers to hold discussions with class teachers.

● If you need further help or advice, you will be able to make an appointment with a senior
member of staff.

● We will try to enable students to take their chosen subjects but this is not always possible in all
cases so it is very important that you think carefully about your reserve choices. You will have a
conversation about this before subjects are allocated to you.

Remember
Do NOT choose a subject because your friend is taking it. You need to make your choices based
upon what you are interested in.
Do NOT choose a subject because you like a teacher. You may not have that teacher for GCSE.
Again, make your choice because you enjoy the subject.

DATES
The completed options form needs to be handed into school no later than
Wednesday 31st March.

There is no advantage in handing the forms into school before this date but
late forms may make it difficult to secure first choices.
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