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HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE
There are many things to reflect on as we end the Spring Term. We have seen some excellent academic 
progress from many students across all years. There are reports of continued sporting success and personal 
achievements, as well as a fantastic response from the whole community to show our support for both  
Comic Relief and Ukraine. Year 9 students have all submitted their options forms, Year 10 is booking work 
experience placements, Year 11 is rapidly closing in on the start of their final exams and we are beginning 
work on welcoming our new intake for September.  

This term has also seen the highest impact of covid for both staff and students since the pandemic began. 
Despite this we have not closed any year groups as a result of the teaching staff taking on additional lessons, 
which I am grateful for. Attendance has suffered for many students and this has an impact on their academic 
progress. It is absolutely essential that students are in school and we need your help in making sure that  
students are not regularly missing school. 

We will be having some improvement work done over the Easter break, replacing some of the flooring in the 
Curie building to make the environment for the students more welcoming. We are also upgrading and increasing 
our CCTV coverage across the site. This is to improve security and safety for the students. 

It is also very clear that the impact of the pandemic will be felt for a considerable period of time. Students 
have not had as much time to develop social skills after long periods of forced isolation and so are needing a 
great deal of help and support from both home and school. The recent energy price increases and other  
increasing costs may be affecting you as a family. There is little that we can do but later in the newsletter 
there is a link to some free resources from Barclays that may help you review your finances. 

We welcomed the Living Light Church into school to take assembly. Their message reminded us that Easter 
is a time of renewal and reflection. I wish you and your families a peaceful Easter break and look forward to 
seeing students return to school on Tuesday April 26th for the start of the summer term.

Mr J Eddy

WELCOME



Thank you to all involved in our cake bake and sale,  
we raised £970 pounds which was donated to  
Comic Relief and the Ukraine Crisis Fund. 

Thank you also to everyone for your generous  
donations of items, which were delivered to  
Help for Ukraine Taunton.

The Sports ambassadors and several sports reps 
helped to organise and run the activities which included 
the cakes, beat the keeper shoot out, ‘just dance’ and 
a tutor group quiz.

CAKE BAKE AND SALE



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
YEAR 7 

Alyssa, Isabelle and Jacob - for showing resilience in 
school.

YEAR 8 

Paige for outstanding contributions to lessons.

YEAR 7 

Rupert and Niamh for excellent effort in all lessons.

YEAR 8 

Theo and Poppy, for outstanding contribution to lessons.

YEAR 9 

Leland has been having an excellent half-term, gaining 
merits in all his subjects and making us proud.

Dishaa continues to have very high expectations of 
herself and is an asset to her tutor group



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
YEAR 9 
Alfie, Mona, Arabella and Sam for taking part in  
assemblies to all the other year groups.

YEAR 10 LEARNING & EXCELLENCE AWARDS
Alfie  – Aspiration: consistently working hard and  
contributions to lessons.

Lawson  – Aspiration: for having such a positive  
attitude, especially towards work experience.

Nina  – Aspiration: for outstanding work, commitment 
to art and being a good citizen, helping with Art Club.

Stefania  – Aspiration: for outstanding work,  
ommitment to art and being a good citizen, helping 
with Art Club.

YEAR 10 LEARNING & EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Emma  – Aspiration: she has been fantastic again this 
term and already secured a work experience placement.

Emma is hard working and has massively grown in 
confidence this year.

Marcel  – Aspiration: for always being a positive,  
punctual and a brilliant member of the tutor group.

Jess  – Aspiration: for a fantastic contribution to  
Design and Technology.

Max  – Aspiration: for always trying his best,  
participating in school sports and clubs and making 
good progress in his subjects.



STUDENTS OF  
THE WEEK MATHS

YEAR 10 LEARNING & EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Harry  – Aspiration: for the resilience he shows when 
he comes across life’s challenges and always looking 
smart in his school uniform.

Teigan  – Aspiration: for consistent good behaviour 
and positive attitude to learning.

Callan  – Aspiration: consistently focused and  
conscientious attitude towards his learning.

Emily  – Aspiration: positive attitude towards tutor 
time activities and discussions, representing the school 
in netball and assisting with inter tutor group  
competitions.

Denis  –  Aspiration: for having a positive attitude to 
learning.

Our more able mathematicians from Years 10 and 11 
competed in the UKMT (United Kingdom Mathematics 
Trust) Intermediate Mathematical Challenge online. 
The Intermediate Mathematical Challenge (IMC) is a 60  
minute, multiple choice competition aimed at students 
across the UK to encourage mathematical reasoning, 
precision of thought and fluency in using basic  
mathematical techniques to solve interesting problems.  
The problems on the IMC are designed to make students 
think and promotes a love of problem solving.

We are pleased to announce some of our best results 
in the competition. Our pupils won a total of eleven 
medals: including one gold, one silver and nine bronze. 

Gold certificate winners:  Alex B

Silver certificate winners:  Reagan Gr, Aditi A

Bronze certificate winners:   Danial B, Keely C, Evie C, 
Kyran J, Menzi M, Haydon U, Alex C, and Charlie H.

A big round of applause to our gold medallist Alex with  
123 points. He also qualified to take part in Maclaurin 
Mathematical Olympiad which is a follow on round to 
the Intermediate Mathematical Challenge. A special  
mention to Reagan and Aditi for winning a silver medal  
certificate. Thanks to everybody who took part in the 
competition.



MATHS

We will carry on providing opportunities to our more 
able students to compete in national competitions to 
enrich their mathematical education and inspire a love 
of problem solving and these results are an excellent 
proof of the outstanding achievements of our students 
in Mathematics. We look forward to celebrating more 
great results for our Year 7 and 8 students, who will 
take part in the Junior Mathematical Challenge in 
April.

CODE
CLUB

The code club is getting very popular among our 
students, especially Years 7 and 8, who are learning to 
use Scratch to create games and animations. Do you 
want to learn about coding to design games or  
program robots by using Raspberry Pi or make your 
own website? Come and join us. No programming 
experience is required. We believe that everyone can 
code! The club runs on every Friday with Mr. Khan 
during lunch time in D109.

Mr Khan

UKMT Coordinator.



Some of the winners of this year’s book mark design 
competition in the Learning Resource Centre. This 
was timed to coincide with World Book Day. The 
competition was open to all year groups and we had 
lots of entries. The entries were judged by Mrs Collins.

The SEND team having fun.

WORLD BOOK DAY



A group of Year 9 students experienced a day’s art 
study and experimentation, working with artists at the 
Museum of Somerset. Students then proudly attended 
the private view.  

Pictured: Megan T with her abstract artwork.

The most recent Wonder Wall winners in English:

Around 70 of our best writers entered the Young 
Writers Twisted Tales 
competition. They were  
challenged to write a mini 
saga, focusing on how 
a story changes if we 
switch the point of view.  
Here are extracts from 
the work of those  
students who were  
selected for publication.

ARTS &  
CREATIVE



We are looking for the following items for our new 
Forest School:

► Any tools

► Screws

► Nails

► Garden equipment

► Pallets

► Paint

► Brushes

► Seeds

► Plants

► Willow

► Compost

► Any garden decorations

► Pots

A large plastic tunnel for children to climb through 
and turf to go over the top to make a mound.

Please contact Mrs Dixon, our Forest School Leader: 
tdixon@thetauntonacademy.com

ARTS &  
CREATIVE

SPORT

Congratulations to those girls who attended a training 
day after school, qualifying as netball umpires to assist 
at tournaments. At their first experience of umpiring 
they were straight in the deep end, officiating at the 
qualifying round for the Primary School County Netball 
Championships! To add to the pressure, they had to 
umpire in front of staff as well as a lot of parents, but 
they remained calm, confident and did a great job. 

The coach who did their training came to watch them 
in action and was very complimentary about not only 
their ability to umpire, but also the fact that they were 
doing so for the first time in such a competitive situation. 
Well done to: Aydeen, Samanatha, Eliza, Emma,  
Arabella, Miya, Ellen, Chloe, Emily and Libby.

The Year 11 basketball team played against Castle School.  
It was a great game to watch with nail biting, fast paced,  
end to end play. The boys worked well together to create  
skilful offences and scored some impressive baskets. 
On defence, they worked tirelessly and rebounded well  
but just couldn’t take the lead. 

Final score 32-35. A superb team effort!



SPORT

The Year 9 netball team played a close game against 
Kingsmead. Lots of amazing defensive work and 
intercepting prevented Kingsmead from scoring 
many goals in the first half. Our shooters performed 
brilliantly, and our centre court players made some 
excellent passages of play. In the last quarter  
Kingsmead improved and scored five goals in quick 
succession, leaving us one goal behind. 

With great strength and determination, the girls 
fought hard but were unsuccessful in securing a win. 
However, they all showed great strength, character 
and teamwork throughout the game. Well done girls!

Weekly indoor cricket nets are resuming at Bishop Fox’s  
School on Wednesdays at 5.30pm for one hour £2 each.  
Youth training outside will resume on Tuesdays from  
end of April (with fixtures from May) for a few weeks  
of additional training.

Somerset Cricket Foundation is running an inclusive 
cricket programme for young people in Taunton called 
Super 1s, known as the Taunton Dragons. Super 1s 
will meet weekly (term time only) on a Wednesday 
with sessions aimed at young people aged 12-25 with 
a mild/moderate learning difficulty, or with a physical 
disability. Email steve.gass@somersetcricketfoundation.org  
or call 01823 352266.



We took a group of 12 year 9 students on a visit to a construction site for Engie, which is building eco social housing. 
This was organised through SBY Insight into Apprenticeships. The students had a site tour, classroom  

presentations and a chance to try bricklaying. It was a fantastic day and they gained a lot from the experience.

The Taunton Academy is a nut free school. Please avoid bringing nuts or nut products into school to protect  
those with allergies.

Our “red box” is located in the medical room and is maintained by a charity and overseen by myself.  
ts purpose is to reduce period poverty and students can ask for any items in it (pads, tampons, panty liners,  

clean underwear) in any quantity with no questions asked.

Barclays Bank offers a range of free resources to support families. These cover managing personal finances,  
budgeting and debt advice and saving:

https://barclayslifeskills.com/changing-worklife/confidence-with-money/ 

Support around wellbeing: https://barclayslifeskills.com/changing-worklife/wellbeing/ and help with overcoming  
setbacks building resilience and motivation and a film on the topic of Financial wellness and mental health

COMMUNITY & SAFEGUARDING


