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Welcome to The Taunton Academy; a Church of England Secondary School and part of 
the Richard Huish Education Group.  We support, care for and inspire our students, while 
maintaining high aspirations.  Our mission is to guide them to become independent 
learners – securing the best possible outcomes and engendering pride in themselves and 
their community. 
 
‘That they shall have life, life in all its fullness’, John 10:10 
Our over-arching vision, encompassed in John 10.10 is one of human flourishing for all. It is one in which 
there is an expectation of excellence and academic rigour at all levels and embraces the spiritual, 
physical, intellectual, emotional, moral and social development of students. 
 

The Taunton Academy cares, nurtures, and values everyone regardless of faith and background. We 
respect individuality and diversity and encourage students to reflect upon themselves and the world 
around them. This is reflected in our school values of Aspiration, Integrity and Respect 
 
Richard Huish Education Group is an independent charitable organisation established by Richard Huish 
College, an academy sponsor approved by the Department for Education, to support local schools. The 
group has a clear vision to provide exceptional education and training through the delivery of a holistic 
and vocational curriculum achieved through a shared set of values 

• Students are at the centre of everything we do – all decisions are considered in relation to the 
impact on students. 

• We consider the environmental impact of our activities and actively seek more sustainable 
solutions - through our behaviour and decisions we are committed to reducing our 
environmental impact. 

• We are determined and rigorous in our pursuit of educational excellence – we are individually 
and collectively committed to making improvements for the benefit of students. 

• We strive to add value and are committed to supporting all members of the community to 
achieve beyond what might be expected. 

• We have a culture that cares for the individual and promotes inclusivity, equality and mutual 
respect – specialist support is available for all and diversity is embraced. 

• Honesty and integrity are central to our work – we are committed to being transparent, open 
and trusting. 

• We work collaboratively and constructively as a team in order to best serve the local and wider 
community – all stakeholders work together positively and professionally. 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 



 

Welcome from Mr Eddy, Headteacher 
 
Moving from primary school to secondary school is a key moment in 
your life. You are leaving a place that you know well, where you have 
been the oldest and most responsible students and coming to a place 
that is bigger and where you will be the youngest students. I expect that 
you will feel a little nervous about making this move and that is perfectly 
normal. This booklet, and the events during the summer term are all to 
help you feel confident about starting at The Academy in September. 
 
I want you to be part of a school community that feels happy, safe and supported. I want you to go into 
your lessons ready to do your best and ready to be challenged. When the work is difficult, I want you to 
not give up but to keep working hard because you will succeed. Your teachers will help and support you 
during your lessons so that you will make progress. 
 
Your journey through school is a partnership between you, the people you live with and the teachers. The 
teachers need to make sure you are taught well, supported and kept safe. Your parents or carers need to 
support you so that you can work at home, have the equipment that you need and will tell the teachers 
about any difficulties you may be having. Your role is to be ready to learn, follow the rules that are there 
to help everyone and to do your very best. In this way you will leave school at the end of Year 11 ready to 
make a positive difference to the world.  
 
Take time to read this booklet over the next few weeks and make sure that you make the most of the 
visits to The Academy later this term so that you are as prepared as possible for September.  
 
I very much look forward to getting to know you when you arrive.  
 
Mr Eddy 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

Teaching and Learning in Year 7 

 
English 
You will learn about ‘The Evolution of English Language’ and study a 
wide range of books and texts.  We also run a library programme 
where reading, using the library, quizzing and writing reviews on 
books is encouraged.  Each student is also tested for their reading 
age three times a year to enable us to track progress in their 
reading skills.  

 
Maths 
You will learn to become fluent in the fundamentals of mathematics; solving increasingly complex 
problems.  We will help you to master different strands of maths including number, algebra, ratio and 
proportion, geometry and measure, statistics and probability.  We will help you to discover the role of 
Maths in workplaces and technology.  

 
Science 
We will introduce you to the key knowledge and skills for successful 
scientific exploration.  We want you to better comprehend the 
natural world and we will teach you about finite resources, 
ecosystems, and global changes.  Students will create knowledge 
records in each of the science units, which will demonstrate the 
development in complexity of their ideas. 

 
French 
From the outset we get started with how to greet people, introduce ourselves and talk about where we 
live, our family and pets.  The course is vibrant and highlights how easy French is to learn.  

 
Geography  
You will study the geography of the UK and Africa; learn map skills 
and study rivers and population.  Our lessons teach you respect and 
appreciation of the natural world and encourage young people to 
view themselves as global citizens.  
 
 
History 
Much history is taught in Year 7, including; The Norman Conquest, the Anglo Saxons, the Cold War and 
the history of crime.  
 
 
Religion, Philosophy and Ethics 
In RPE, students think about the best way to live and morality.  You will explore the six main world faiths: 
Islam, Buddhism, Christianity, Sikhism, Hinduism and Judaism.  You will explore philosophical ideas and 
ultimate questions.  
 



 

 
Design Technology and Food 
Students learn in our timber workshop and specialised textiles and cookery rooms.  You will have lessons 
in Food, Textiles, Timber and Paper & Board.  Our topics are varied so you might find yourself doing 3D 
sketching, making a mobile phone holder, sewing seams, cooking soup and many other activities. 

 
Drama 
Students learn about acting and the theatre through practical lessons. You will explore history and 
society through drama and stage short plays.  You will learn how to be critical audience members and 
work in groups effectively.  

 
Music 
In your music lessons, you will improve your skills as a performer and a composer.  We will teach you 
about different musical styles and traditions.  You will get to use our excellent facilities during practical 
lessons.  We work with peripatetic tutors to offer tuition in a range of instruments. 

 
Art 
Students develop their observational skills studying natural forms and then exploring the theme of 
stories and illustration.  We experiment with watercolour techniques and learn about Beatrix Potter and 
Quentin Blake. 
 
 
PSHE/RSE 
You will continue with many of the topics covered in KS2. All students cover important topics in three 
key areas: Relationships, Health and Wellbeing and Living In the Wider World. You will have 
presentations from outside speakers and practical sessions, along with sessions in the classroom. 
 

 
Physical Education  
Students will progress their use of tactics and strategies to overcome opponents in basketball, cricket, 
football, hockey, rounders and many other sports.  We offer gymnastics and athletics teaching too. We 
encourage team building and teach students how to improve their health and well-being.  
Extra-curricular PE is a big part of academy life and we host an annual Sports Day.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Lunchtimes and School Canteen 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Lunch is eaten in the School Hall, Canteen, Conservatory and outside.  
The canteen offers a wide choice of food which is all labelled and priced. The canteen will cater for 
special dietary requirements.  All food sold at school is nut free and students must not to bring food to 
school that contains nuts. 

 

 
There is a main meal hot dinner each day. Also, sandwiches, wraps, salads and other snacks are 
available.  Students need to look out for meal deal options. 
There are drinks available to buy but we recommend students bring their own water bottle to refill.  
 
After students have finished eating lunch they can go outside, spend time with friends or take part in a 
lunchtime club.  They can also use the Learning Resource Centre (Library) for quiet games and reading.  
 
Students who receive free school meals will have the FSM allowance added to their account each day. 
The amount cannot be transferred to another day, it is there to be spent on a meal each school day.  To 
apply for free school meals, go to https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-
meals/#Apply  

 
 
 
 
 

                    

 

         

https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/#Apply
https://www.somerset.gov.uk/education-and-families/free-school-meals/#Apply


 

 Attendance, Illness, Accidents and Signing Out 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Regular attendance and punctuality are crucial factors in students achieving their potential.  The 
Taunton Academy is committed to encouraging all students to aspire for excellence.  Therefore, for a 
student to reach their maximum educational achievement, a high level of attendance is essential. 
It is important therefore, that parents/carers work together with the school in cases of absence.  

 
Absence due to illness or medical appointments 
Please call school the Absence line on 01823 348201 before 8:30am on the day of absence and each 
subsequent day if your child is ill.  Alternatively you can send a message via your child’s individual 
classcharts profile or email attendance@thetauntonacademy.com  
You will be required to provide evidence if the illness is for a prolonged period of time. Absence due to 
medical or dental appointments must be kept to a minimum and where possible students should come 
to school both before and after the appointment.  Students leaving the school site to attend 
appointments must sign out at Student Support and sign back in again on their return. 
 
Illness and Accidents 
If a student is unwell or has an accident in school, they must tell a teacher straight away. Normally they 
will be taken to the medical room, where our Medical Officer or a school first aider will take care of 
them.  If they are too ill to remain at school or if hospital treatment is thought necessary, then parents 
will be contacted to make suitable arrangements. 

 

Signing Out 

If possible, please make medical appointments outside of school hours.  If a student needs to leave 
school during the day for any reason, then a note, email or phonecall to attendance from home in 
advance of the date is required. The message needs to give the time the student needs to leave 
school and expected time of return. Students must sign out at Student Support and, if they return to 
school later the same day then they must sign in again. Students will not be permitted to leave unless 
we have a request from a parent/carer is on record.  

 
Holiday in term time 

No holiday will be authorised.  Please do not take your child on holiday during the school term 
unless there are exceptional circumstances, as it may be detrimental to your child’s academic 
progress.  If there are exceptional circumstances, you may apply for up to 10 days, which must be 
put in writing and evidence of the circumstances provided.   

 

Medicines 

If a student needs to take medicine at school, parents should contact the Medical Officer who will 
advise what arrangements may be necessary. LKeattch@thetauntonacademy.com The only 
exception is if they have an inhaler for Asthma. 

Parents of students with serious medical conditions will be contacted by Lorain Keattch (medical 
Officer) prior to starting, in order to create medical plans.   

 

Attendance Percentage Attendance Level 

97% - 100% Excellent 

95% - 96.9% Good 

90% - 94.9% Requires Improvement 

89% or Less Cause for Concern 

mailto:attendance@thetauntonacademy.com
mailto:LKeattch@thetauntonacademy.com


 

                                                                                           Uniform 
____________________________________________________________ 

 
At The Taunton Academy we believe that a smart and distinctive uniform provides several advantages 
for students: 

• Uniform minimizes social distinction and avoids the emergence of ‘fashion competition’ culture 
amongst students. 

• It provides a sense of pride and identity across the Academy. This encourages students to feel 
part of the school community and preserves the reputation of The Taunton Academy in the wider 
community. 

• It gives students a realistic experience of adult life where they will be expected to conform to 
dress codes within their place of employment. 

For these reasons, The Academy strictly enforces all elements of the uniform code. Students are 
expected to wear only the official school uniform and we expect the support of parents in maintaining 
high standards of uniform.  

 

 

 
Taunton Academy Uniform: 

• Black blazer with embroidered Academy logo 

• Black trousers or black skirt (knee length or just above) 
(Jeans, skinny trousers or short skirts are not acceptable) 

• White shirt with collar 

• Purple clip-on tie with silver stripes  

• Academy grey jumper with purple trim (jumpers are not compulsory) 

• Plain black socks or plain black tights 

• Black, sensible safe, flat polishable shoes. (No boots, trainers, or canvas shoes, no colours or 
highlights) 

 
Uniform is available from Taunton Uniforms; orders can be placed on-line, by telephone or visiting the 
shop in person: 
 
School shoes, shirts, trousers, skirts and some items of PE kit are also available from a wide range of high 
street retailers. 
 
All uniform must be clearly marked with your child’s name. 
 
 

 
 



 

Uniform 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 

PE Kit: 
 

It is important that all students bring the correct kit to their Physical Education lessons, as this 
contributes to a strong identity and allows us to maximise our teaching time, so time is not wasted 
supplying spare kit. 
All kit must be clearly marked with your child’s full name. 
Hoodies are not acceptable for PE as they are not safe and are not school uniform. 
Students with long hair will also need to ensure this is tied-up for safety reasons. Please bring a hair 
band if your hair is long.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Outdoor/Winter 
Taunton Academy PE top 
Black shorts or skort 
Black football/hockey socks 
Shin pads for football, hockey & rugby 
Mouth guard for football, hockey & rugby 
Football boots/AstroTurf-trainers/trainers 
Optional plain black tracksuit bottoms or leggings 
Optional black academy sports jacket 
 
 
Indoor/Summer 
Taunton Academy PE top 
Black shorts or skort 
Black football/hockey socks 
Non-marking trainers 
 
 

 
All uniform is available from Taunton Uniforms: 

114B East reach, Taunton TA1 3HT 
01823 278080 

www.tauntonuniforms.co.uk 
https://www.swschoolwear.co.uk/shop/pcategory/schoolwear/taunton-academy/ 

 

http://www.tauntonuniforms.co.uk/
https://www.swschoolwear.co.uk/shop/pcategory/schoolwear/taunton-academy/


 

Uniform 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
Hairstyles 
Extreme hairstyles, such as shaved heads, tramlines, shaved patterns are not acceptable. 
Dyed hair must be of a natural colour. The judgement of the staff will be the basis for natural hair 
colour. 

 
 
Make up 
Make up (including nail polish) must not be worn by students in Year 7. 
False fingernails are not acceptable. 
False eyelashes/extensions are not acceptable. 

 
 
Jewellery 
Jewellery is discouraged, as The Taunton Academy 
cannot accept any responsibility for its loss or damage. 
No Jewellery is to be worn for PE. 
Facial piercings are not allowed.  Students will be  
asked to remove them immediately. 

 
Further information can be found in our Uniform Policy, which is available on our website.  

 
 
 

Uniform Grants 
Families in need of financial support for uniform can apply to 
Bishop Fox’s Educational Foundation 
https://www.bfef.org.uk/ 
You can download the form from the website; your application 
will need to be supported by your child’s primary school. 

 
A grant for uniform can be applied for every two years with a 
maximum grant of £100.  All uniform grants will be considered at 
the June board meeting and throughout the summer. 
Grant deadlines: 
Friday 27th May 
Monday 22nd August 

 
 
 
 
 

https://www.bfef.org.uk/


 

Wellbeing & Pastoral Support 
___________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
We are committed to supporting the Emotional Health and Wellbeing of all students and staff. 
We have an inclusive Christian ethos for everyone to have ‘Life in all its fullness’, John 10:10.  

 

There is lots of wellbeing support available to students in school; anyone needing support can 
initially speak to their tutor or Year leader. 
 

School Chaplain 
Our School Chaplain serves the whole school community regardless of faith or belief; is a 
full-time member of staff and is part of the Pastoral Team. 
Our Chaplain, Mrs Vercoe combines Chaplaincy with her other roles as Transition and Wellbeing 
Leader.  She spends lots of time listening and talking to students.  Students can talk to the Chaplain 
for many different reasons including bereavement, anxiety, friendship difficulties and managing 
emotions. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School Pastors 
The School Pastors are volunteers from local churches who assist with supporting the wellbeing of 
students by offering a reassuring and friendly presence.  They wear a distinctive uniform so they can 
be easily identified by students, parents, and staff. 
At the end of the school day, they patrol outside our school and in our community to support the 
safety of students as they travel home.  They are available for students to talk to as they leave 
school and on their way home. 
Many of our school pastors also assist with other aspects of school life: 

• Listening to students read 

• Mentors 

• Supporting lunch-time drop-in sessions in the Chaplaincy 

• Helping on school trips and visits 

 
 
Take a look at this video to see them in action 
https://youtu.be/VSdzp4-BGmI 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

https://youtu.be/VSdzp4-BGmI


 

Wellbeing and Pastoral Support 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

Student Support Centre 
The Student Support Centre is open throughout the day as the first point of contact for issues that 
may arise during the day, such as lost property, students needing to contact home, leaving school 
for an appointment, questions, and information.  
 
The Franklin Building/Hub 
The Franklin Building also known as the Hub is the base for our SEND team and SENDCo office.  
Students needing additional support during social times are invited to use this space, supervised 
by our SEND team.   
 
Welfare Officer 
Our Welfare Officer supports parents and families in a variety of ways including helping to get your 
child into school if you are experiencing difficulties.   
 
PFSA 
Ms Gillard is our Parent Family Support Advisor who can offer additional support to families in 
need.  A referral from school will be made to access this support. 

 
School Health Clinic 
Every Monday during lunchtime a qualified nurse 
from the Taunton School Nurse Team comes into 
school for any student wishing to talk in private 
about any worries or concerns they may have. 
Students and parents can also contact the school 
nurse via ChatHealth 07480635516 (students) 
07480635515 (parents) 

       
 
 
Student Wellbeing Champions 
Each year group has wellbeing champions who have been selected by their tutor group and have 
completed some training. The wellbeing champions help to promote positive wellbeing 
throughout the school.  They listen and help other students and help maintain their tutor notice 
boards with information about useful websites and apps to support positive mental health.   
You may like to become a Year 7 wellbeing champion; you will find out more about this when you 
join us.  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 



 

Wellbeing and Pastoral Support 
____________________________________________________________________ 

 
ELSA 

Our emotional literacy support assistants support the emotional development of students one-to-
one as needed, following a referral process. ELSAs have regular supervision from educational 
psychologists to support them in their work.  

 
Wellbeing Wednesday 
Wellbeing Wednesday is part of our whole school approach to wellbeing.  There is a wellbeing 
drop-in session every Wednesday lunchtime in the Chaplaincy where students are welcome to 
come along to talk with an adult or take part in mindfulness and reflective activities. Students 
also take part in wellbeing activities within their tutor groups.  

 
Bonzo our Wellbeing Dog 
Bonzo is a miniature schnauzer who works with his owner, 
Year Leader Mrs Dixon. Schnauzers are known for their 
calm and caring nature. Students’ emotional wellbeing is at 
the root of positive behaviour and success with socialising, 
as well as in the classroom. Bonzo helps support children 
who are anxious about school and could be the reason that 
they want to come in every morning. Students who struggle 
with regulating their behaviour can learn to care for the 
Bonzo which can help in de-escalating anxiety and 
frustrations.   

 

 

Bonzo will meet you on your transition day and you 
will see him around school in September, please come 
and say hello to Bonzo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

Behaviour                              
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Achievement Points 
You will receive achievement points from your teachers for demonstrating our school values of 
Aspiration, Integrity and Respect. 

• Aspiration – i.e. Excellent effort, good attendance, homework 

• Integrity – i.e. Honesty, kindness, resilience 

• Respect – i.e. Thinking of others, good citizen, community involvement 
 

You and your parents/carers will be able to view your achievement points on ClassCharts.  
You can exchange your points in the library for prizes, which can be viewed on ClassCharts.  
Each week a few students will be selected and awarded students of the week by their Year Leader. 
At the end of each term there are many awards presented in our Celebration Assemblies. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
Behaviour Points 
There may be occasions when you make poor choices and do not follow our values and school rules.  
In this case a teacher will speak to you and log your poor behaviour.  You will then complete a 
detention after school.  This will be explained to you, and your parent/carers will receive an email 
notification. 
If you receive a detention a member of staff will talk to you about what went wrong and how to be 
successful in the future.  
 
 
Remember our school rules: 

Ready 
Arrive on time, have the correct equipment and be ready for learning 

 

Respect 
For others, treating others as you would like to be treated 

 

Safe 
Move calmly around the academy and engage in learning appropriately  

 

 
 



 

Mobile Phones 
__________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

MOBILE PHONE EXPECTATIONS 
 

Mobile phones should not be seen once on school grounds. 
We recognise that students should be allowed to have their phones for safety to and from school, 
but mobile phone use during the school day is not allowed as it has a negative impact on students, 
which can lead to: 

• Disruption to lessons; including lateness to lessons if students use devices between lessons. 

• Safeguarding issues due to students accessing inappropriate websites; our filters will block 
inappropriate Internet access via broadband, but we cannot filter 3G and 4G and similar 
connections via phone contract satellites. 

• Concerns caused by students who call parents during school hours to complain about an 
incident. This is inappropriate and we insist that a parent is informed of an incident by the 
member of staff who has investigated the incident, and can give an adult a balanced 
explanation of what has occurred. 

• Disruption to lessons and learning. 

• Bullying type behaviours, as phones could be used to spread rumours and send abusive 
messages. 

• People being photographed when they don’t want to be or without their knowledge. 

• Students communicating with each other whilst teachers are investigating incidents. 

• Students communicating with parents which can cause them to worry unnecessarily. 

• Confrontations which could occur between teachers and students when a teacher asks for 
the phone to be handed over if a student is using it or has it out in class. The result of this 
type of inappropriate use is not conducive to a school ethos of Ready, Respect and Safe. 

 
THEREFORE, MOBILE PHONES ARE NOT ALLOWED OUT OR ON SHOW ONCE THE STUDENTS 
ARE ON THE SCHOOL GROUNDS.  IF STUDENTS ARE SEEN WITH THESE DEVICES (INCLUDING 
HEADPHONES) THEY WILL BE CONFISCATED, TO BE COLLECTED AT THE END OF THE DAY. 

 
 

Thank you in anticipation for your support in maintaining and raising high 
standards of education at the Taunton Academy. 

 
 



 

          Special Educational Needs and Disability (SEND) 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

The Taunton Academy is a supportive and thriving environment that is committed to offering 
an inclusive curriculum to ensure the best possible outcomes for all our students, whatever 
their needs or abilities.    The school follows a graduated response of assess, plan, do and review 
when identifying and supporting students with special educational needs.  The Taunton 
Academy is accessible to students with physical difficulties and there is an Accessibility Plan and 
Policy in place which is available on the school website detailing provisions and adjustments 
made to the school site. 

  
There is a well-resourced inclusive learning and Social Emotional Mental Health environment 
housed in The Franklin Building, which provides a range of targeted and specialist interventions 
where appropriate.  The Franklin Building also acts as a safe haven for vulnerable students 
during social times, such as break and lunch. 

  
For those students who have an Educational Health Care Plan, their needs are supported as 
detailed in their plan under the Code of Practice legislation.  The school has access to a range 
of external and support services when supporting and identifying students with special 
educational needs including the Integrated Therapy Service, the Educational Psychologist, 
medical professionals including CAMHS and Children’s Social Care.   

  
Our Director of Inclusion and Special Education Needs and Disability  
Co-ordinator (SENDCo) is Mrs Mellish, who is supported by a team of dedicated 
teaching assistants and ELSAs (Emotional Literacy Support Assistant).   

  
Further information about the SEND Information Report/Policy and Local Offer 
can be found at the following web link:  

  
http://www.thetauntonacademy.com/learning/send/ 

 
 
 

 

  

http://www.thetauntonacademy.com/learning/send/


 

Home Learning 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
 
At the Taunton Academy we believe in the value that effective home learning adds to a 
student’s progress and confidence.  Research into student achievement has shown the value 
of home learning as a foundation for future success.  
Home learning enables students to: 

  

• Consolidate and extend work covered in class or prepare for new learning and access 
resources not available in the classroom 

• Develop research skills 

• Complete independent work 

• Demonstrate understanding and progress 

• Enhance their own study skills e.g. planning, time management and self organisation  

• Show ownership and responsibility for their learning 

• Engage parents/carers with their learning 
 

Student’s home learning tasks will be recorded by teachers on CLASS CHARTS.  This can be 
accessed via our school website.  Each student is given individual login details and so parents 
can access, with their child, the home learning tasks. 

 
Class Charts Parent Support 
To create your account, you will need an email address and a code provided by the school.  This 
parent code can be used to create more than one parental account.  You can always request your 
code from the school. 
If you have signed up already, you can log in on any computer or mobile device using your email 
address and code. 
Once you have created your account using your parent code, you can access your account on any 
device using your email address and password www.classcharts.com  or through the Class Charts 
app. 
 

 
 

http://www.classcharts.com/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=http://crestwood.hants.sch.uk/content/uploads/2018/07/Class-Charts-Logo-300x174.png&imgrefurl=http://crestwood.hants.sch.uk/students/class-charts/&docid=p9gv-Z1MdQhhZM&tbnid=mc8frQuISafFTM:&vet=10ahUKEwjkwb6GtqjiAhUFhRoKHeLtCRcQMwhBKAAwAA..i&w=300&h=174&bih=651&biw=1366&q=classcharts%20logo&ved=0ahUKEwjkwb6GtqjiAhUFhRoKHeLtCRcQMwhBKAAwAA&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

          Preparing to start at Taunton Academy                            
__________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Preparing to start secondary school is an exciting time but you may also have questions or worries. 
There are things you can do to help prepare you for starting at the Taunton Academy. 
 
Finding out as much information about your new school as you can 

• Read this booklet of information 

• Look at our website, which is full of information https://www.thetauntonacademy.com/ 

• Watch the film about our school and tour of the school, available on our website 

• Ask questions when Taunton Academy staff visit your school 

• Talk to your Year 6 teacher and check when Academy staff are visiting your school 

• Talk to your parent or carer about any worries and things you are looking forward to 

• Email Mrs Vercoe with your questions AVercoe@thetauntonacademy.com 
 
 
Looking after your wellbeing 
Have a good routine of sleep, eating, exercise and relaxation. 
You will be tired when you first start secondary school so having a good night’s sleep will help 
reduce stress, improve your memory, strengthen your immune system and improve your mood 
and focus. 
Our memory, energy and ability to concentrate can be boosted by staying hydrated and eating 
healthy well-balanced meals.  
Please organise a water bottle you can bring to school with you each day.  
 
 
Prepare for learning 
Complete the ‘all about me’ booklet you will be given. 
Spend time reading, reading boosts your vocabulary, improves your knowledge and is fun. 
Get some ideas of books to read from the link below 
Great Books Guide 2021: 10-11 | BookTrust   
 

 
Having the correct uniform and equipment 
Read the uniform list of items you will need. Please label every item of uniform including your tie 
with your name. Remember everyone has the same uniform so you will need to label yours so it 
can quickly be returned to you if lost.  
Organise a pencil case filled with all the items needed for starting secondary school: 

Black or blue ballpoint pens 
Red pen 
Highlighter pens 
Colouring pencils 
Pencils & rubber 
Ruler 
Calculator (we recommend the Casio scientific calculator) 

 
Planning your route to school and time to leave home 
Draw a map or practise walking or cycling the route you will take to school.  Time how long it will 
take you.  Remember you need to allow time to secure you bike and be ready before the bell rings 
for the start of the day.  
  

 
 

https://www.thetauntonacademy.com/
mailto:AVercoe@thetauntonacademy.com
https://www.booktrust.org.uk/booklists/g/great-books-guide-2021-10-11/
https://www.google.co.uk/imgres?imgurl=https%3A%2F%2Fcdn.shopify.com%2Fs%2Ffiles%2F1%2F1580%2F5405%2Fproducts%2FBonne_Hip_pencil_case_containing_pencils_erasers_markers_art_supplies_school_supplies_and_back_to_school_stationery_in_unique_cool_design_for_girls_and_boys_252b451f-4b70-421c-9c71-eebc6ff78aed_2048x.jpg%3Fv%3D1533198838&imgrefurl=https%3A%2F%2Fbonnebags.com.au%2Fproducts%2Fhip-pencil-case-zebra&docid=cE9r7WmHYs0R6M&tbnid=1m-8Q1bW-yfG3M%3A&vet=10ahUKEwjk-pCFuu3iAhXR8OAKHYOsA_MQMwiAAigjMCM..i&w=1024&h=1024&bih=651&biw=1366&q=pencil%20case&ved=0ahUKEwjk-pCFuu3iAhXR8OAKHYOsA_MQMwiAAigjMCM&iact=mrc&uact=8


 

Managing the school canteen 
If you will be using the school canteen, practice going to a café over the summer to choose, order, 
add up and pay for the food you have selected. 
Your parent or career will put money on your account, so you will need to talk with them how 
much this will be and that you understand how much money you have to spend each week or each 
day. The money may be to buy your lunch and a snack at break or just for a snack or just for lunch. 
If you qualify for free school meals you will receive money each day on your account.  This money 
needs to be spent each day and cannot be saved.  You will only be able to select items to this 
value. 
 
 
Friends 
Keep in contact with any friends from your primary or new friends you made on your transition 
day.  Arrange to meet over the summer and to walk or cycle to school together on your first day. 
Remember, you will make lots of new friends. 

 

 
 

 



 

Transition Days 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 

Transition Days will take place on Tuesday 5th and Wednesday 6th July 2022. 
 
What to wear and what to bring: 
Please wear your primary school uniform and suitable footwear for team building games and 
lunchtime on the field. 
 

• Lunch money or a packed lunch; if you usually receive FSM this will be provided 

• A snack for break or money to buy something in the canteen. 

• A water bottle (water stations are provided for refilling) 

• Pen & pencil 

• A passport sized photograph or drawing of yourself to stick onto paper bunting which 
will be created. If you do not wish to bring a photo, please bring a picture of 
something that represent you.  

• Your best piece of writing (A5 size). Your year 6 teacher will help you select this.  

• A bag to put everything in. 

• If you will be walking home, a letter from your parent giving you permission to walk 
home. 

 
 
What time to arrive and wear to go: 
Please arrive to the main entrance at 9:00am 
You will be directed to the school hall for a welcome assembly. 
 
At the end of the day: 
The day will end at 2:45pm and you will leave by the main entrance. 
Parents and carers collecting can wait outside the main entrance to meet you. 
If you are waiting for an older sibling, you will be asked to wait on the hall until the end of 
the main school day.  
 

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 



 

The Big Step 
_________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We are very excited to announce that there will be a Year 6-7 transition week, which will be 
organised by 'The Big Step' at The Taunton Academy on 15th – 19th August. The programme 
is both educational and fun with curiosity central, to inspire students to learn. The timetable 
is interactive, challenging and has clear outcomes.  
Every student taking part in The Big Step will receive a ‘Passport to Success’. This passport 
provides activities for students to complete during the programme. 
Further information can be found on their website Home - The Big Step 
 
The programme at The Taunton Academy will just be for students joining us in September, it 
will provide an additional opportunity for students to experience the school site, make new 
friends and build confidence and skills for moving to secondary school.  
 
There is a cost for the week. If financial support is needed for 'The Big Step' you may be 
eligible for a grant from Bishop Fox’s Educational Foundation Bishop Fox's Educational 
Foundation (bfef.org.uk) If applying, the deadline is Friday 27th May. 
  
We understand not all students will be able to attend this week for a variety of reasons, but 
we hope all students will be able to attend our transition days in July and we very much look 
forward to meeting and welcoming our new year group.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 

https://thebigstep.org/
https://www.bfef.org.uk/
https://www.bfef.org.uk/


 

And Finally…. 
 
It is a big change …. moving from primary to secondary school – there are new teachers, 
different lessons (you will receive your timetable in September), new buildings to find your 
way around and new ways of learning and organising yourself. 
 
Your tutor and all the staff want you to get on well at the Taunton Academy, make excellent 
progress, enjoy your learning and make lots of friends. 
 
We are sure everything will go well for you.  If not, let us know.  We are here to help you and 
are looking forward to getting to know you. 
 

The first day of term is Monday 5th September 
More information about this will be given to you on your transition days 

 
 

Welcome to 

The Taunton Academy 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
  



 

 

KEY CONTACTS 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Mr J Eddy – Headteacher 
Email: jeddy@thetauntonacademy.com 
 

Ms L Webber – Deputy Headteacher - Curriculum 
Email: lwebber@thetauntonacademy.com 
 

Mr A Reynolds – Deputy Headteacher - Culture & Ethos 
Email: AReynolds@thetauntonacademy.com  
 

Mrs A Greenslade - PA to the Head teacher 
Email: agreenslade@thetauntonacademy.com 
 

Mrs K Mellish – Director of Inclusion & SENDCo 
Email: kmellish@thetauntonacademy.com 
 

Mrs A Vercoe – Transition Leader 
Email: avercoe@thetauntonacademy.com 
 

Mrs L Keattch – Medical Officer 
Email: lkeattch@thetauntonaccademy.com  

 
Ms L Gillard – Parent Family Support Advisor 
Email: lgillard@thetauntonacademy.com  
 

Attendance 
Email: Attendance@thetauntonacademy.com 

 
Safeguarding 
Email: Safeguarding@thetauntonacademy.com 

 
Main Reception Telephone: 01823 348200 
Email: reception@thetauntonacademy.com 
Website: www.thetauntonacademy.com 
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