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HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE
I often comment on the range of success stories in the newsletter. This edition is no different but one of the 
things that stands out are the range of activities and opportunities that students have taken part in. Last year, 
so many of these activities were simply not possible because of the national situation. Activities beyond the 
classroom only happen because of the dedication of the staff at The Academy and as the year draws to a 
close I would like to publicly thank them on your behalf for all of their efforts this year. There are several staff 
who are leaving this year but I would like to pay particular thanks to Mrs Collin in the English department. 
She has served the school for many years and I know that many parents were also taught by her. We wish her 
well for her retirement.  What is also clear is that we have an overwhelming number of exceptional students 
in our school. Students who uphold our values of aspiration, integrity and respect. Students that we, like you, 
are very proud of. They are, however, exhausted after what has been a long and challenging year and so we 
wish them, and you, a summer break with a chance to refresh and recover. Enjoy this newsletter knowing we 
will continue to do all we can to give your children the education that they deserve.

Mr J Eddy

WELCOME



YEAR 11 LEAVERS
Well done to all the Year 11s and good luck with your future plans. We will miss you all greatly. We had a fantastic 
prom night, saying farewell. The evening was fabulous - with beautiful dresses, handsome suits and awesome 
dancing. You will be truly missed, we wish you every success in your future.



YEAR 6 TRANSITION DAYS
We were delighted to welcome Year 6 students for 
their transition days. Their journey began in September 
last year, when we held our open events, and has  
continued throughout the year. We appointed student 
Primary Link Mentors to work with Mrs Vercoe, Transition 
Leader, and Mrs Mellish, Director of Inclusion. Members 
of the team have visited 25 different primary schools, 
hosted enhanced transition sessions, held a drop-in 
open evening finally welcomed everyone for their two 
transition days including an evening for parents and 
carers with a presentation from Headteacher Mr Eddy. 

Over the two transition days students spent time getting 
to know one another in their tutor groups, took part 
in a variety of taster lessons to spark their interest in 
secondary school learning, enjoyed experiencing the 
canteen and having time as a whole year group in 
assemblies. We are looking forward to welcoming this 
super group of almost 200 young people when they 
join as our new Year 7 in September.



ENGLISH AWARDS



STUDENTS OF THE WEEK
YEAR 7 

Aaden, Joshua C, Maddie C and Harri G. Awarded for 
excellent effort in all lessons.

Tim Hill’s Street Band, Tongues of Fire, came in to  
perform and inspire Year 8 students to create new 
music. Tim had organised the Sounds of the Street 
festival in the town as part of an initiative to make 
music accessible to all. They performed a variety 
of trad jazz pieces and more contemporary tracks. 
Students were in awe and joined in with some body 
percussion and singing at the end of the performance. 
Tim is coming into school in September to work with 
those who would like to learn a new skill and receive 
ensemble brass, wind or drum and percussion lessons.

YEAR 9 

Mariah and Katie. Both have been making great progress 
recently and are a credit to the year group.

YEAR 10 LEARNING AND EXCELLENCE AWARDS

Henry - Aspiration: for excellent effort in lessons and 
a positive attitude to learning.

George - Integrity: for an excellent contribution in 
lessons and being a good citizen.

Oliver - Aspiration: for excellent effort in lessons, 
positive attitude to learning and always being smart in 
his uniform.

Ella - Respect: for an excellent contribution in lessons, 
always being helpful and being a good citizen.



MONKEY TRIP
Year 9 was treated to a talk from Ali Jolliffe, Schools’ Liaison Officer from Monkey World Ape Rescue Centre. 
They learned about the conservation work and the animals it has rescued from maltreatment. In September, 
110 students will have the opportunity to see this for themselves, on a trip organised by Mr Kerr.

The trip is sold out. If your child is attending, make a note of these important details:

Monday 5th September 2022. Departure from The Taunton Academy: 8.50am. School uniform is not required 
on the day. Please ensure that your child is wearing appropriate clothing which is suitable for the weather. 
Students can eat packed lunches in the picnic areas and access the cafes, kiosks and gift shop. Return to the 
academy: 3.10pm.

A group of Year 9 students took part in a Barclays Life 
Skills Programme. This consisted of six sessions, ending 
in the presentation of a certificate in recognition of their 
learning and commitment. 

During the programme they developed their employability skills for the workplace; such as teamwork, communication, 
confidence and creativity, as well as setting goals for the world of work.

LIFE
SKILLS



Year 7 has been learning about the Black Death in history lessons. They were given “live or die” cup cakes, 
to illustrate the precarious nature of living in that period. Each one had a note inside with their fate. A light 
hearted insight into a serious aspect of history.

Congratulations to Lucy in Year 7 who competed in the National Street Dance Finals in Stoke. She and her 
team won gold, meaning they are the best mixed street dance team in the country. Lucy is the youngest in 
her team and achieved this after overcoming major surgery five weeks before, making it even more impressive. 
Since then Lucy has competed regionally and also qualified for the nationals again in November. The hard 
work and dedication is an inspiration to us all and we hope to hear of more success stories next year.

DEATHLY SERIOUS

DANCE STAR



We were delighted that a group of Year 7s and several 
outstanding Year 9s were selected for publication in 
the “Empowered” anthology, which encourages young 
people to share their feelings about our world. With 
subjects ranging from climate change to Covid 19, and 
invisibility to inspiration, we are proud of the passion 
these young people have shown.

Year 9: Dylan C, George M, Max H, Toby R

Year 7: Amber S, Charlotte M, Eleanor M, Esme M, 
Georgina R , Jonathan B, Kodie N, Liam M, Lily-Diana C,  
Max S, Mia H, Oliver W, Owen O, Raoul P, Rohan S, 
Skye S, Tia T.

EMPOWERED 
STUDENTS

Congratulations to Mrs Dixon and our school therapy 
dog Bonzo, for passing the Kennel Club Bronze Good 
Citizenship award

BRILLIANT   
BONZO



STUDENT TRIP
A group of our Year 9 students visited Wessex Water with South Bristol Youth, as part of their career exploration. 
They were interested to see how water is cleaned through different processes, before being fed into our homes. 
They really enjoyed the trip, found the tour interesting and represented the school really well.



Year 7 students have been looking at the Impressionist art movement and also the use of colour mixing this 
term. Here is Poppy F’s wonderfully detailed study of a Monet work.

IMPRESSIONISM



These Year 7s and 8s have created amazing artwork for their history homework. The task was to cover all this 
year’s work and included some digital artwork, which will be displayed in the  corridor. The level of commitment 
and hard work these students have put into this was outstanding

HISTORY ARTWORK



Year 7 had their first rounders tournament for the 
district central venue league  yesterday, a friendly in 
preparation for the real thing in June. After losing to 
Danesfield and Castle, they improved in each game, 
batting really well and ending up winning their last two 
games against Heathfield and Bishop Fox’s. Well done 
everyone!

It was a very hot day for our Year 9 leaders when they  
assisted with the Year 2 festival. For many of them, due  
to covid interruptions, it was their first experience of 
leading, but they all did a great job. Despite the heat, 
they managed to maintain their enthusiasm, focus and 
continued to lead the young children incredibly well. 

Ellen B was an exceptional leader, her energy was 
infectious and leadership skills are well beyond her 
years. George M and Alfie I not only ensured their 
groups remained active, safe and enjoyed themselves, 
they actually delivered a high quality session where 
every student was carefully taught how to stand and 
direct an overarm throw at cricket stumps - it was a 
masterclass!

Year 10 leaders assisted with the Year 5 Striking Festival, 
with 180 pupils from our local schools. It was a great 
morning, if rather hot! Lots of positive feedback from 
primary school staff regarding our leaders, who did an 
incredible job maintaining focus and enthusiasm until 
the end - despite all parties flagging somewhat in the 
increasing temperatures!

Kam R, Tyler Hl, Layla H, Max C, Callan B and Atlanta R  
were all new to the role, but rose to the challenge 
with ease and did themselves and the school proud, as 
did all of our leaders. Oli P and Ella D took on extra 
responsibility, on occasions without direction and just  
using their initiative, so they also deserve a special mention.

SPORT



Well done to the Year 9 rounders team who finished 
2nd in the district CVL tournament. They only lost to 
Bishop Fox’s (the eventual winners) but beat Castle, 
Heathfield & Courtfields. Miya K, Arabella H, Emma 
M, April H, Aydeen F, Chloe L, Samantha S, Ellen B, 
Keely L, Eliza R.

More than 40 students from Years 9, 10 and 11 ventured 
out into the wilderness to complete the expedition 
section of their Duke of Edinburgh Bronze award. 
They spent two nights away camping in Kilve, learning 
a wealth of new skills, such as map reading, route 
plotting, pitching tents, cooking, and staying safe in 
the countryside. It was wonderful to see so many 
students push themselves out of their comfort zones 
and try something new. 

Both Mrs Batchelor and Mr Evemy are incredibly 

proud of all of our DofE students and look forward 
to supporting them through their Silver Award next 
year, as well as welcoming our new Year 9s when 
they sign up in the new school year. We would also 
like to thank all the parents who supported their 
children throughout the award and all the staff  
members who joined us for the weekend.  
Without you all we would not be able to provide 
such a wonderful experience for our students.

www.thetauntonacademy.com/dofe-expedition/

SPORT

DUKE OF  
EDINBURGH

http://www.thetauntonacademy.com/dofe-expedition/

