
It seems quite incredible that we are finally at the end of this most unusual of academic years. The pandemic has dominated 
so many aspects of our lives for so long that it is easy to forget some of the remarkable achievements that have still happened.

In school there have been so many success stories which are demonstrated  clearly in the reports that came home this 
week. The approach to learning, merit totals and attendance all show how hard students have been working. The remote 
learning sessions tested us, all as did the deliveries of food parcels and laptops, but it was lovely to be able to reach out and 
support  families in our community. 

The periods of isolation have, thankfully, been fewer for us than other schools nationally but your support and understanding 
with that has been exceptional. Our Year 11 students were denied the chance to take exams and have worked very hard to 
submit different assessments. We celebrated their prom earlier this week as we were not prepared to have that taken away 
from them and we look forward to their results in the summer. Our celebration assemblies this week will be a final chance to 
remind students how far they have come this year.

We will be saying goodbye to some teaching staff this summer as they move on for promotion and I would like to publicly 
thank them for all of their hard work. Mr Cruise, Mr O’Regan, Ms Parr, Mr Cox and Mr O’rourke have all made significant 
contributions and I wish them well. We are staffed for September and I look forward to introducing the new staff in September. 

Students are tired and so I hope that they, and you, are able to have some time to refresh and relax over the summer. Enjoy 
this newsletter with yet more success stories from every year group. 

Mr J Eddy

HEAD TEACHER’S MESSAGE

STUDENTS OF THE WEEK

Year 7:

Skye, Ella and Millie for continuous hard work and for 
being a positive role model to other students.

Year 8

Cody, Mia, Scarlett and Callum for consistently good work in all their subjects. 

Georgia and Ben. Both pupils embody 
the academy ethos of “aspiration, 
integrity and respect” every day.

Aydeen for always setting a good 
example. Dylan for achieving a 
high number of merits.

Addison, Scarlett and Bethany for continuous hard 
work and being a positive role model  to other 
students.
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Year 9 

Denis for his dedication to reading in DEAR and for the progress he has made. 

Callan for passing his grade 4 drumming and his talent in parkour where 
he has been asked to be train as a Level 1 Coach

Teigan for taking part in the class quiz and trying her best in school. 

Aimee for having a great work ethic and positive attitude to learning.

Ethan for his excellent efforts in class and good attendance

Keeley who is always polite, always participates well 
in lessons and always reads impeccably in DEAR time.

James for great reading in DEAR time and a consistently 
positive, hard working approach to his studies.

Oliwier for having a fantastic work ethic and positive 
attitude to learning.

Stefania for having a great work ethic and positive attitude to learning.

Sam for good reading in DEAR time, excellent contribution to tutor 
group discussions and having a positive approach to learning.

Max for his dedication, getting involved in sports day and taking on 
extra events.

Dynamic Duo

Sam and James have been volunteering at Staplegrove Cricket Club 
every week at the All Stars and Dynamos for children ages ranging 
from ages 5-11. They both play for the under 13s and 15s team and set 
a brilliant example by helping out children younger than themselves. 
They are a credit to their parents, the club and the school.

Doctor in the House

Huge congratulations to former student George Mannu, who 
has just graduated from Cardiff University as a doctor of 
medicine, following a five year degree. His proud mum Mandy 
sent us this photo and said: “It shows that hard work pays 
off and that the academy always has had a great cohort of 
students. Many thanks.” We wish Dr George Mannu MBBCh 
all the best in his future career.



New Student!

Welcome to Bonzo - our new school dog! Bonzo, who is also 
Mrs Dixon’s family pet, is a miniature schnauzer and was born 
on 2nd May 2021. The breed is known for its calm and caring 
nature. Bonzo has had lots of early socialisation with children at the 
home of his breeder and is having additional training to ensure his 
suitability to work with us. He has started his transition work into 
school with Mrs Dixon and is settling in well; getting used to our 
community, environment and routines.  

Mrs Dixon says: “It’s recognised that children’s emotional 
wellbeing is at the root of positive behaviour and success with 
socialising, as well as in the classroom. A dog can support children 
who are anxious about school and could be the reason that they 
want to come in every morning.

“There is an increasing body of 
research to support the benefit 
of a dog in school. Reading dogs 
are being used to help children 
develop their literacy and therapy 
dogs to provide comfort and 
reassurance to children with 
anxiety and self confidence 
issues. Children with trouble 
managing their behaviour could 
learn to care for the dog and they 
can be helpful in de-escalating 
anger. Reading dogs can help 
boost children’s confidence and 
fluency.”

He has already been in the 
news - featuring in the County 
Gazette and on ITV Westcountry! 
BBC Somerset will be following 
his progress next term, when he 
officially joins us.

www.somersetcountygazette.co.uk/news/19438673.bonzo-
therapy-dog-heading-taunton-academy

Showjumping Champion

Our immense congratulations to Amelie in Year 10 who 
won her 70cm showjumping class last weekend. She is 
now County Champion in this class and will represent 
our school at the Hickstead finals in August! 

Her proud mum Kat told us: “Amelie has spent a huge 
amount of time training her horse this year, building her 
confidence slowly, never rushing things, never showing 
her impatience.   Quite some feat and way beyond the 
capabilities of most children her age. 

“It paid off, winning by some three seconds - a 
substantial margin in this type of competition. I was very 
proud of them both!”

Articulate Team

A group of Year 9 students recently took part in a Next Steps 
South West articulacy workshop. This consisted of various 
activities, including creating personal statements. It culminated in 
a presentation at the end of the week to a panel of local business 
representatives. All students did amazingly well, with some 
outstanding speeches. We are very proud of what they have 
achieved and the positive feedback from the articulacy team. 

Well done to: Marley, Kurtis, Millie, Libby, Sammy, Ethan, Harry, 
Jasmin, Robyn and Ruby.

Year 6 Festival

We welcomed more than 50 Staplegrove and Priorswood 
students. The Year 10 leaders led intra-school competitions in 
five different sports - cricket, rounders, frisbee, dodgeball and 
capture the flag. Tommy was praised by the primary staff for his 
fantastic organisation of the Year 6 children and explanations 
of the rules. All the Year 11 leaders did a great job in very hot 
conditions! They remained enthusiastic throughout, ensured the 
games were fun, safe and played in good spirits.

The leaders were: Joy, Devin, Jess, Auguste, Holly, Imogen, 
Freddie, Harry, Logan, Will and Tommy 

Mrs Ardren

Gardening Club News

Thank you to everyone who has been supporting our Year 
8 Gardening Club. Students were delighted to dig their first 
crop of radishes this month. Potatoes, runner beans, carrots 
and lettuce are all making progress. Well done to the students 
involved for their commitment to caring for the garden.

While upcycling some tyres, we 
found two salamanders! They 
named them Boris and Carrie and 
will be released into a creek at 
a local park. LilyMae is pictured 
proudly showing them.

https://www.thetauntonacademy.com/wellbeing-gardens-flourish/



Collaborate Digital 

A recent workshop with sound effects, 
imagery and scripts. Students put together 
a hard hitting piece of drama to highlight the 
realities and consequences of knife crime.

Cricket Prowess 

Years 7, 8 and 9 have enjoyed some expert cricket coaching in their 
PE lessons this half term, with a Somerset County Cricket Club 
coach. Jack delivered sessions focusing on batting, fielding and 
bowling skills and then played some fun games to appy all that they 
had learned. The aim of the programme was to raise the profile of 
girls’ cricket and improve their understanding of the game.

Many of the Year 8 girls involved have also committed to our extra 
curricular Cricket Club this term. They have made great progress 
in all aspects of the game and I look forward to being able to enter 
them into inter school competitions next summer.

Mrs Ardren

Mind in Somerset 

The youth services coordinator for Mind in Somerset led our assembly in early 
July. Sophie talked about five ways to well being and explained the services Mind 
offers to young people; including their peer support groups, youth matters listening 
service and walking and talking groups. Young people can self-refer for help from the 
website. Somerset Mindline helpline is open to adults and young people seven days a 
week, 24 hours a day.

Some lovely examples of observational studies from the recent Year 10 art exam.

www.mindinsomerset.org.uk/our-services/young-people/



Covid Testers Needed

We are urgently in need of a team of paid helpers to run the onsite testing of all the students as they arrive back after the summer 
break. This will be from  Monday 6th September to Tuesday 14th September and will be in school hours, training will be a mixture of 
online and practical at the start of the fortnight. This may suit over 18s who will not be going back to university until later in the month, 
or anyone else who can offer a substantial number of hours over this period. Please email NJones@thetauntonacademy.com

The SomersetWorks Virtual Summer Programme for Year 11s is now 
live - packed full of virtual and face-to-face activities, careers advice, 
industry insights from Somerset employers and loads more.

Register today, get involved and have a great summer >  
https://somersetworks.vfairs.com/

Inclusive activities for children who have disabilities 
or additional needs which include a variety of face 
to face, online and activity packs delivered to the 
young person’s door. The full calendar, as well as 
more information about the Community Inclusion 
Activity Team, can be found under the Local Offer at 
Children with Disabilities Service  
(somerset.gov.uk)

SUMMER ACTIVITIES 

For all children and young people 
in Somerset with a disability or 
additional needs. You do not have 
to be referred to any service to 
access these activities, unless 
otherwise stated.

Graffiti art workshops available in 
Taunton at the end of the month, 
with a second session in August.

Free holiday provision for all free 
school meal eligible children aged 
5-14 years old, including healthy food 
and enriching activities. All camp 
places must be booked in advance at

activatecamps.co.uk/haf/ or by 
calling 0121 227 4385.



SomersetWorks summer programme is designed to give young 
people leaving Year 11 (and also Year 10s) the opportunity to take 
part in a range of free fun, supportive and engaging activities. A mix 
of virtual events which can be undertaken at any time and events in 
different locations across Somerset during the summer months.

www.somerset-ebp.co.uk/learners/somersetworks.htm

The Centre for Young Musicians Taunton (CYMT), part of London’s 
famous Guildhall School of Music and Drama, is offering students 
aged 10 - 18  a summer holiday course. Rock, pop, singing, classical 
music, music production and drama will be on offer and all abilities 
are welcome. The five day course will culminate in a concert and runs 
from 2nd to 6th  August, 9.30am - 4pm, at Richard Huish College in 
Taunton. Cost is £295 per person.   

CYMT’s Saturday morning music school starts up on 11th September 
for all students aged 5 - 18, with a free taster session. Bursaries are 
available. Everyone is welcome. Call Rachael Parvin on 07754217993 
or email taunton@cym.org.uk or visit www.cymtaunton.org.uk.

Chaplaincy Corner

To mark the end of a week of prayer 
in the Diocese of Bath and Wells for 
young people, Mrs Vercoe was invited 
to speak at St Andrews Church about 
being a school chaplain. She received a 
warm welcome and was delighted to talk 
about our school and to be able to thank 
everyone for their prayers and support.

Mrs Vercoe is pictured with the Rev 
Robin Lodge, Vicar of St Andrews.

St Peter’s Day

On Tuesday 29th June, millions of Christians around the world marked St Peter’s 
Day. It remembers Peter the Apostle, one of the twelve disciples who went about 
with Jesus in Israel two thousand years ago.

Peter was a fisherman in fact, who responded to Jesus’s call to follow him, along 
with his co-workers James and John. It was a great act of faith, which is why we 
remember them. All three men have churches named after them in Taunton. Peter 
went on to be the first leader of the Christian Church.

Peter was not perfect. He had a nasty habit of speaking before thinking! On the 
night before Jesus died on the cross Peter declared that he would follow him even 
to death. Yet a few hours later, after Jesus had been arrested, Peter denied even 
knowing him. After the resurrection, Jesus forgave Peter and encouraged him to 
take up his call to look after his fellow believers. In the end he himself was put to 
death on a cross for his faith.

His day, sometimes called Petertide, is also a time in many churches when men 
and women are ordained as deacons and priests and given the role of teaching 
and caring for God’s people. It is work they feel called by God to do.

I believe we all have a calling from God. It’s not always to have a high-profile job 
in the church. It might be a special heart for caring for disadvantaged people. The 
volunteers who run Taunton Food Bank, for example, would say they are called. For 
some, it might be to look after a neighbour, or to make the tea at a community café. 
Some do make it their working life by being employed by a charity. Others feel that 
they are called simply to live out their Christian values in their ordinary lives.

End of term message

I don’t remember much about my last day at secondary school. Well, it was 42 years ago! My school had a sixth form and as I 
stayed on to do my A Levels it came two years later for me than for our Year 11 classes of today. I didn’t always enjoy my early 
years at school, but the last few were good, so it was with a genuine feeling of sadness that I went along to the staff room at 
lunchtime on my last day to say goodbye to the teachers I knew the best. That day I walked home, hopeful for the future, but with 
a certain feeling of loss. 

Times change but people don’t. We still meet transitions with a mixture of excitement about what is coming next and sadness 
about leaving behind the people and places that have been so much part of our lives. Yet as we move on, it’s important to 
remember that we do not journey alone. We will have the support of those closest to us, there will be our memories, the friends we 
have made, a firm foundation for adult life, and, if we will only accept his friendship, I believe we go with God too. God, who has 
made us what we are, and who has promised to be with us today and every day in good times and bad, to the end of our lives. 

The Rev Robin Lodge

Vicar, St Andrew’s Taunton


